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Curios  and  Relics 


Furniture 

Corner  Cupboards 
Made  by  Thomas  Lincoln 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


LINCOLN  RELIC  IS  SAVED. 


I''li'<-  'l'lii'i-iil<-iiM  rrl<>i-li->>iii  4  nitlufi  AIndv 


1         Spwliil  IilHpuifh  10  Tlio  ItiliT  Oeeuir  ' 
'    KVAN3VILMC,  hid.,  Dec.  A  walnut 

cHbliici,  nwKio  by  Abrahmu    Lincoln  and 
|irl/i'(l  bi'j'ond  viiliip,  wis  Huvi'd  from  ii  rils- 
uHi  roiiH  fire  In  ilic  rfHlilenco  of  llnlii^d  Statt-B  ^ 
I'lMiiiiilssloniT  Wariuiunii  by  (niick  work  of  H 
Ihi'  till' ili'pm  inK  nl.  A  corner  ol' the  prlct'lfss 
cnblniM  WHS  burned  off 

An  unpubllalied  correhpoiidcnet  hetwiien 
rapliiln  Wfirlmnnn  and  W.  H.  Ilerndoii,  l.in- 
eoln's  law  partner,  was  (laiiKigcd  In  ihe  lire, 
bill  to  what  extiMit  U  Is  not  known.  The  cor- 
respondenee  deals  lur(;cly  w  lili  Lincoln,  and 
Is  (o  bo  I  ho  bat- la  of  a  niaj-'azlne  article  by 
Cupinln  \\ar(n)anu.  Captain  VVarl uiann  cil-  , 
reeled  the  firemen  to  save  the  cabinet  iroiu 
the  Humes  U'  thoy  had  to  let  everything  else 
burn. 


THE  FAMOUS  CUPBOARD 

MADE  BY 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


THE  FAMOUS  CUPBOARD 
MADE  BY 
ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
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Jal7  26,  1980 


lir*  J«o«  BBr«r 
Stanlt,  KttittifllQjr 

Tour  letter  has  m^Md  ne  Jntt 

«•  X  iK  vtariiag  m      vaoAtloa  fear  t«o  vedka* 

for  two  weel 

tet  M  soon  Ml  X  nttmi  X  vill  talce  Tip  the  aattMr 
aboat  the  dleposltion  ot  the  Liacola  eiftliiei  lAiA. 
ymi  hm,  and  wUl  %gf  eod  ftad  a  bqgr«r» 

letlpMlMlj  yoart 


S«pt«Bl^  1929 
Blot*       timber  4 


Mr*  3,0,  Sever 

Hy  dear  Me*  Dwert 

I  r«gy«t  I  baTO  Ueoa  so  Xoag  la  finding  tlae 
to  write  ftm  ti^out  tfee  eoraer  mphmrd  wtoicli  is  In  sour 
l>oeeessioii« 

1  am  -wy  astw*  laterestod  In  this  old  oapboard 
and  wisfc  jou  mi^t  hay©  a  pfeotograpli  taiten  of  it  and  send 
to  nse,    I  ^all  be  very  glad  to  icake  note  of  it  in  a 
fortbotMBiag  maimer  of  a  bnlletin  whiob  2  pnblisb,  and 
poeaibly  we  might  bo  able  to  find  a  purohaeer  for  the 
e^b^erd* 

If  yon  will  let  me  toaow  at  what  price  yon  are 
holding  it,  I  will  do  tfcie  'bent  I  ©an  to  find  a  buyer  for 
yon*  ' 

Bespeotfnlly  yours. 


Blrector 

^laeoln  His  tor  leal  Beseareh  ^onndation 


,J  W  X  -  -  ^ 


Mr.  J.  0.  ISm^- 

1  was  very  glad  i«d«@d  , 
Mcturss  of  ar^mr  l4Bftala  eapt^oard  aad  bWLI  be  glad 
to  file  Ihm  with  !sy  oilier  l.lme0lB  <mrios. 

Ib  tte  nos-r  ftitore  I  hxyp^  to      able,  to 
o«s  ©"P      Essmbers  ©f  Stncals         to  tell  tlaa 
It^r-/  of  .c.^  old  pieces  of  Urmln 

aad  I  Bhall      vl'^^^^  to  asntioa  y^mrs  mom  the  list. 


myee-tor. 


^  .£e.c^  e«>.-.*^  ^id>;^  /M>^  /g.**--^. 

'^hZf  S^^n4j  ^^j^  (S»>«.i**t.*i^  y 


.  ^^^y^  Z^^u^  ^^at^Ms 


Dec«mb«r  4.  1929 


Mr.  J.  0.  Dev«r 
StBnmit,  Kentucky 

Dear  Mr.  DoTer: 

It  would  be  Impossible  for  me  to  give  you 
mi  sug^^eatlons  tkat  might  be  helpful  in  placing  a 
price  upon  your  Lincoln  corner  cupboard. 

The  price  of  all  relics  is  based  upon  the 
ability  and  the  willingness  of  the  purchase  r  to  pay 
for  what  he  wants. 

lach  curio  le  uniq?ie  In  itself  while 
there  are  other  corner  cupboards  which  Lincoln  is 
said  to  have  made»  most  of  these  relics  have  been 
prft«ented  to  imseuBJs  so  tlmt  it  is  difficult  to  give 
an  estimate  as  to  what  they  have  been  value*. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  you  have  received 
several  offers  for  this  (lupboard  and  are  anxious  to 
dispose  of  it.  that  you  would  set  a  price  upon  it  a 
little  higher  th^  your  best  bid  ^d  try  to  dispose 
of  it  for  that  figure. 

Of  course,  y^ar  cabinet  would  be  a  great  deal 
BHire  valuable  if  it  was  associated  directly  with 
Abrah^  Lincoln. 

Hot  many  people  are  very  much  interested  in 
and  that,  of  course,  limits  the  number  of 
your  available  purchasers. 

I  have  advised  a  few  people  that  you  have  this 
cupboard  for  sale  and  if  you  finally  come  to  ^^-^  place 
where  you  can  set  a  price  upon  it.  I  shall  be  ^^J^^ 
to  pass  the  word  on  to  those  who  might  be  interested. 

I  regret  very  much  tli^^t  I  cannot  assist  you  in 
suggesting  the  ^proximate  value  of  the  cupboard. 

Bespect fully  yours. 


Director 

m6ftih  aistdrtcai  nesearch  jWtditlion 
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THE   COURIER-JOURNAL,  LOUISVILLE, 


J.  B.  Speed 
Museum 
Notes 

February  1  to  15 — Exhibition 
By  Louisville  and  Kentucky 
Architects. 

February  10  to  28— Exhibition 
of  Liucolniana. 

February  17  to  March  3 — No- 
Jury  Exhibition  By  Members 
of  Louisville  Art  Association. 

Museum  Hour  s — Week  Days, 
Except  Mondays,  10  A.M.  to 
5  P.M.;  Sundays,  3  to  6  P.M. 
Closed  On  Mondays. 


By  GRACE  D.  RUTHENBURG. 

A  rare  cabinet  cai-ved  by  Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of  the  President,  has 
been  added  to  the  collection  of  Un- 
coloniana  which  forms  an  annual 
February  exhibit,  opening'  Tuesday,  at 
the  J.  B.  Speed  Memorial  MusfUin. 
James  Speed,  uncle  of  the  lati;  J.  3. 
Speed  of  Louisville,  was  a  member 
of  Lincoln's  Cabinet  in  Washington, 
and  many  mementos  of  Ine  great 
President's  regime  were  among  his 
nossessions. 

The  cabinet,  ■^'hich  is  accompanied 
by  an  a.ffidavit  certifying  its  authen- 
ticity, was  loaned  to  the  museum  by 
J.  O,  Dever  of  Simimit.  Hardtij  Coun- 
ty. Kentucky,  whose  grandfather, 
Thomas  Dever,  was  a  neighbor  of  the 
Lincoln  family  when  they  lived  near 
HcdEenvlUe.  It  has  been  In  the  own- 
ership of  the  Dever  family  for  more 
than  a  century,  and  shows  signs  of 
reverent  care. 

The  famous  corner  cupboard  is 
made  of  black  walnut  fitted  together 
with  wooden  pins.  On  the  inside,  once 
redolent  of  venison  pasties,  are  en- 
graved the  initials  "T.  L."  and  the 
date.  1814. 

Some  dishes  shown  with  the  cup- 
..board.  a  large  meat  plattpr  and  a 
■.eacup  and  saucer,  are  said  to  be 
Ushes  used  by  the  Lincoln  family. 
Jhe  cupboard  and  dishes  came  into 
\e  possession  of  the  Dever  family 

ortly    after    the    Lincolns  moved 

m  Hardin  County  to  Indiana  in 

tlhe  cabinet  is  made  in  two  sec- 
*^ '.  the  upper  two-thirds  probably 
.   '  used  to  house  the  family  china 
\\3';he  lower    portion   for  storing 
s  not  in  daily  use.  There  are 
'.oors.  rubbed  with  the  grain, 
.  The  ornamentation  include?^ 

grooved  molding,  a  corn' 
^  nanelwork  in  the  doors. 
*  *  * 


/CABINET  carved 
^  by  Lincoln's  fath- 
er in  Speed  Museum 
Exhibit. 


Black  walnut  cabinet,  the  au- 
thenticated work  of  President  Lin- 
coln's father,  loaned  to  the  J.  B. 
Sneed  Memorial  Museum  for  ex- 
hibition this  month. 

I   — — — —  • — —I 


<3  2 


.^r>^  / 


^  ^>^^e>c<  'it-ww  '^^^^7'  '^^'^ 


June  21,  1929 


Mr,  J.  o»  Derer 
Smnlt,  f«DittK3!cy 

Hljr  dMtr  Mr.  Derari 

Tonr  Iett<rr  wi  th  referrace  to  the  corrjpr 
cupboard  In  yorr  posaeasion  ie  before  me. 

I  referred  Mr.  BonnrlT  to  yon  as  I  would 
anycm«5  el««  Inquiring  for  snch  e  r«llc  fts  yon  bave. 
tmt  I  cannot  say  that  l»  U  m  per»onal  friend  erf 
wine:    however,  I  betlewo  ttet  Le  I3  dep^ntole  and 
I       mire  he  was  sincere  In  bis  dealre  to  ^fcccnire 
the  comer  eu^oard* 

Aj|  X  a»  not  acquainted  with  all  that  has 
twinspired,  betwof^n  ycra  I  wv^.jld  not  feel  like  entering  into 
negotiations  wi  th        Bonncll,  as  I  m&relr  serwed  ae 
a  c  ntact  in  g^tt^ng  yon  two  toother. 

%  own  feeling  is  that  if  y-ra  have 

had  a  lr.rg^.r  |»-ic©  offered  to  ycra  ^  Mr.  Bonnell 

V    *!  *^®'^        ^^^^'^        eimirad,  yotj  woald 

l»e  ^tifted  in  disposing  of  the  artid©  to  the  «^a<m 
a«king  thf*  largest  offer,  *^ 

frosting  yon  njay  be  able  to  reaUwe  rctir 
desire  in  this  flatter,  I  m 

lesp^tftilly  ycRHhB* 


Historical  H©aear<^  Fs^imdatlon 


May  22.  1936 


Mr.  J.  0.  Bever 

SajSKiit,  Kentucky 

%  dear  Mr.  Sever  $ 

Sonae  three  or  four  years  a^o  I  corres;)oad.od  with 
you  idth  reference  to  a  Gom&T  ei^hoard  mde  1^  Thoiaaa 
Lincoln.    At  the  tlsie  I  think  you  had  s^everal  offers  to 
dispose  of  it  and  I  am  wondering  Juat  who  acquired  it.  We 
imve  had  an  inquiry  here  t.iat  Kd^.t  allow  rse  to  T)lace  it 
for.ycru  at  a  aosslaal  figure  if  you  hare  mt  disposed  of  it. 

It  has  been  some  tiia©  since  I  liave  been  la 
Eentuclqr  but  hope  to  be  In  ti»t  section  of  the  country 
wme  llm  this  suiaiier. 

Very  truly  youna 


director 


CUPBOARD  made  by  Lincoln 


HY  MATDK  JKNNINtiH  CIIYDISR- 

  MAN. 

tjoMf'l  'I'll'""'"  j""!  on«  piece  of 
/♦^lU  iiirnUuro  In  tlin  I'nitf<d 
t^lRll  Stntfx  (liHl  Indiana  Mhoiild 
I  Mm  I  own  and  that  In  the  Lincoln 
ciil'lumril,  made  by  Abrnhani  Lin- 
coln. I'mliiipa  bccHuao  lii.storianH 
wcio  not  Intorestod  In  cabinet  mak- 
Injr  or  nntiqiicn  thrro  has  not  been 
any  rpfcfcnci'  to  thi.s  cupboard  In 
till'  viirloii.s  hi.slorjpH  of  Lincoln  with 
Ihc  (jnc  cxcf'ption  of  that  by  tho  Ilov. 
Hob.Mon  in  hi.s  book.  "Tho  Footprint.^ 
of  Abraham  Lincoln."  Ncvcrtholcss, 
it.i  hi.slory  i.M  authenticated  by  aftlda- 
vit.s  of  per.<)on.s  acquninled  there- 
with and  made  before  ofUcials  who.se 
act.s  are  authenticated  by  the  secre- 
tary of  st.ite. 

It  i.s  not  Ronerally  known  that 
Lincoln's!  father  was  a  cabinet 
in.Tkor  and  carpenter  and  tauprht  all 
he  knew  to  \ounpr  Abe,  who  helped 
him  frcq\iently  in  his  work.  The 
hi.story  of  the  Lincoln  cupboard  i.s 
to  be  obtained  from  my  official 
records,  present  owner.  My  greaf- 
Rrandparenls,  Jo.siah  and  Elijcabeth 
Crawford,  were  clo.se  friend.s  and 
near  neighbor.s  of  the  Lincoln.s. 
After  their  mother  .s  death  the  two 
children,  Abraham  and  Sallie,  made 
their  home  a  part  of  the  time  with 
the  Crawford.s  and  Abe  worked  on 
the  farm.  The  Crawford  family 
I  owned  a  very  interesting  library, 
i  something  rare  in  that  little  fron- 
'  tier  settlemeat  in  southern  Indiana, 
and  young  Lincoln  frequently  bor- 
rowed the  books  from  this  library 
and  took  them  to  his  room  at  night, 
and  out  in  the  fields,  and  devoted 
every  spare  minute  of  his  time  to 
studying. 

One  of  these  books,  "Weems's  Life 
of  Washington,"  he  one  day  tempo- 
rarily overlooked  and  it  was  damaged 
by  a  storm  So  the  boy  went  to  Mr. 
Crawford  and  explaining  the  catas- 
trophe wanted  to  work  out  the  value 
of  the  book.  Mr.  Crawford  was  not 
inclined  to  view  the  matter  seriously 
but,  as  the  boy  insisted,  he  allowed 
him  to  pay  75  cents  and  gave  him  the 
book  as  his  own.  Young  Lincoln 
went  home  to  his  father  and  telling 
him  of  the  circumstances  asked  his 
permission  in  making  for  Mrs.  Craw- 
ford a  corner  cupboard,  a  style  then 


rominic  Into  vojrue.  Thomaii  Lincoln 
approved  of  tho  HURfffiHtlon  and  with 
/ii-nnoned  lumber  which  hiid  prevl- 
ouHly  been  cut  with  a  whlp-naw  from 
a  InrRO  walnut  liec  whh  h  had  utood 
In  the  yard  younR  Ab<>  went  to  work 
on  the  cupbo.ird  and  when  completi'd, 
prcHcnlcd  It  to  the  Crawfordu  with 
Ins  iiiiJi'ilimentB. 

•■<Jlfl  De.vond  rrlce." 

Vcurn  Inter,  when  he  had  become 
President  of  the  Itnited  Statea,  they 
naturally  coiiHidcred  this  cupboard 
a  "gift  beyond  price,"  and  ujjon  their 
<lenlh  it  became  the  pioi)crty  of  my 
Krnndmother,  Mrs.  Jtulh  Crawford 
JcrmlngH. 

In  her  widowed  old  ase  ahe  made 
her  home  at  Rockport,  Ind.,  with 
her  son,  Samuel  Hatzel  .Tennings,  to 
whom  she  sold  the  cupboard,  and  he 
later  moved  it  to  his  home. 

In  1918,  after  his  death,  I  bought 
it  from  my  father's  estate.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1919,  by  special  request  I  had  it 
crated  and  shipped  to  Sawtelle,  Cal., 
where  it  was  placed  on  the  stage  of 
the  Government  theater  at  the  na- 
tional old  soldiers'  home  on  the  one 
hundi-ed  and  tenth  anniversary  of 
Lincoln's  birth. 

An  interesting  talk  was  given  on 
its  history  by  the  chaplain,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Kauffman,  while  .3,000  old  civil 
war  veterans  filed  by  and  examined 
the  handiwork  df  the  martyred  Pres- 
ident. 

From  the  old  soldiers'  home  the 
cupboard  was  taken  to  the  Museum 
of  History,  Science  and  Art,  Los 
Angeles,  one  of  the  largest  museums 
m  the  United  States,  where  it  was 
given  the  place  of  honor  in  the  mez- 
zanine of  the  historical  and  antique 
room  where  it  received  a  special 
setting. 

Despite  its  century  or  more  of  ex-  ' 
istence  it  is  stilly  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation.  It  stands  seven  feet : 
high  and  is  put  together  with  walnut 
pegs  and  handmade  wrought  iron 
nails.  It  has  two  sets  of  doors  open- 
ing into  shelves. 

The  doors  are  nicely  paneled  and 
there  is  hand  carving  across  the 
front  just  above  the  upper  doors.  The 
care  with  which  it  was  made  indi- 
cates that  it  was  a  labor  of  love  on 
Lincoln's  part. 

I  have  had  some  flattering  offers 
but  feel  that  the  people  of  the  state 
of  Indiana  would  never  forgive  me  if 
I  did  not  give  Indiana  the  refusal 
of  its  purchase  as  there  is  no  ques- 
tion as  to  its  authenticity.  The 
state  has  become  much  interested 
and  is  negotiating  for  it  as  it  per- 
tains to  the  Indiana  life  of  Lincoln 

^luj.    '>'JUrtS.    "V^    t  1.    -  Ct 
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MRS.     :\tATJDE     JENNINGS  CBY- 
1)ERMAN»  . 


CUPBOARD  Made  by  Lincoln 
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TIPTON  WOMAN  OWNS  CUPBOARD 
MADE  BY  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 


Many  a  lover  of  antiques  would 
revel  in  the  possession  of  a  corner 
I  cupboard  owned  by  Mrs.  Maude  Jen- 
nings Criderman,  of  Tipton,  not  be- 
I  cause  It  is  of  rare  wood,  nor  because 
of  its  mellow  old  age,  but  because  it 
was  made  by  Abraham  Lincoln.  Its 
history  has  been  authenticated  by 
affidavits  of  persons  acquainted  with 
the  facts,  and  records  in  the  hands  of 
Mrs.  Criderman  give  proof  of  Its 
origin.  In  various  histories  of  Lin- 
coln no  reference  to  the  cupboard  has 
been  found  with  exception: — Jij  the 
book  called  "The  Footprints  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln"  the  cupboard  received 
mention.  The  cupboard  came  to  Mrs. 
Criderman  through  her  father's  estate, 
but  it  Is  far  from  its  birthplace  now, 
being  in  the  Museum  of  History, 
Science  and  Art  in  Los  Angeles,  al- 


though Mrs.  Criderman  feels  that  its 
rightful  place  is  m  Indiana. 

It  is  surprising  to  many  to  find  that 
Lmcoln's  father  was  a  cabinet  malcer 
and  carpenter  and  taught  all  he  knew 
to  his  son,  and  judging  from  the  work- 
manship on  the  cabinet,  as  Mrs. 
Criderman  describes  it,  the  "rail-spUt* 
ter"  was  quite  proficient  in  more  deli- 
cate lumber  work.  The  history  of 
the  Lincoln  cupboard  according  to  the 
official  records  in  Tipton  county  is 
as  follows: 

Neighbors  of  Lmcolns. 
Mrs.  Criderman's  great-grandpar- 
ents, Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Crawford, 
were  close  friends  and  near  neighbors 
of  the  Lincolns,  and  the  two  children, 
Abraham  and  Sallie,  after  their 
mother's  death  made  their  home  for  a 
time  with  the  Crawfords,  Abraham 
working  on  the  farm.  Something  rare 
in  the  little  frontier  settlement  in 
southern  Indiana  at  that  time,  was 
the  quite  extensive  library  of  the 
Crawford  family,  and  young  Lincoln 
borrowed  books  from  it  taking  them 
to  his  room  at  night  and  out  to  the 
fields  devoting  every  spare  minute  of 
his  time  to  study. 

One  of  the  books,  a  "Life  of  Wash- 
ington," he  one  day  temporarily  over- 
looked and  it  was  damaged  by  the 
storm.  The  lad,  distressed  over  the 
damage,  asked  Mr.  Crawford  to  be  al- 
lowed to  work  out  the  value  of  the 
book.  Mr.  Crawford,  however,  was 
not  inclined  to  view  the  incident 
seriously;  but  as  the  boy  insisted  said 
that  he  might  pay  75  cents  and  keep 
the  book.  Young  Lincoln  evidently 
felt  deeply  grateful  and  when  he  went 
home  he  told  his  father  of  the  cir- 
cumstance and  asked  permission  to 
make  Mrs.  Crawford  one  of  the  "new 


style  corner  cupboards."  Thtomafe 
Lincoln  approved  the  plan  ted'  -lyitji 
redeemed  lumber  that  had  b'eeq  Cuft 
with  a  whip-saw  from  a  large  walnXit 
tree  that  had  stood  In  the  yard,  the 
lad  fashioned  the  cupboard  and 
presented  it  to  the  Crawfords. 
Years  later  when  the  boy  had  be- 


st moved  it  to 


her  old  age  she  made  her  home  at 
Rojj^PftrtajBitk  her;        .  Samuel  Hat- 

c&fc*L^^  '""'^ 

his  jiom&f' 

Sent  to  Los  Angeles. 

In  1918  Mrs.  Criderman  bought  it 
from  her  father's  estate.  In  February, 
1919,  by  special  request  she  had  it 
crated  and  shipped  to  Sawtelle,  Cal., 
where  it  was  placed  on  the  stage  of 
the  government  theater  at  the  Na- 
tional Old  Soldiers'  Home  on  the 
110th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's  birth. 

An  interesting  talk  was  given  on 
its  history  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kauffman, 
while  3,000  old  civil  war  veterans  filed 
by  and  lovingly  examined  the  handi- 
work of  the  martyred  President. 

Prom  the  Old  Soldiers'  Home  the 
cupboard  was  taken  to  the  Museum  of 
History,  Science  and  Art,  Los  Ange- 
les, one  of  the  largest  museums  in 
the  United  States,  where  it  was  given 
the  place  of  honor  in  the  mezzanine 
of  historical  and  antique  room  where 
it  received  a  special  setting.  Despite 
its  century  or  more  of  existence  it  is 
still  in  an  almost  perfect  state  of 
preservation.  It  stands  seven  feet  high 
and  is  put  together  with  walnut  pegs 
and  hand-made  wrought  iron  nails. 
It  has  two  sets  of  doors  opening  into 
shelves. 

The  doors  are  nicely  paneled  and 
there  is  hand-carving  across  the  front 
just  above  the  upper  doors.  The 
care  with  which  it  was  made  indicates 
that  it  was  a  labor  of  love  on  Lin- 
coha's  part.  The  cupboard  is  shown 
in  the  accompanying  picture. 


come  President  of  the  United  States,  hT*  a  ,  . 
they  _  naturally    regarded    this  cup-  y>^>A^V^C 


A 


board  a  "gift  beyond  price,"  and  on 
their  death  it  became  the  property 
of  Mrs.  Criderman's  grandihother, 
Mrs.  Ruth  Crawford  Jennings.  In 


• 


CUPBOARD 
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LOCATION   Peru,  Ind. 

April  13,  1929 

Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren, 
Ft •  ^ayne ,  Indiana  . 

¥iv  Dear  Mr,  Warren;-  ^   ^  _ 

iv;y  L>eat  ^  recently  sent  you  a  picture  of  my 

famous  Lincoln  Cupboard  wttth  its  interesting  history  and 
descrintion  on  the  reverse  side. 


This  historical  old  Lincoln  relic  has  been  in  our 
family  for  over  one  hundred  yesrs,  having  descended  through 
the  generations  from  the  time  Abraham  Lincoln,  as  a  boy, 
made  it  and  gave  it  to  my  great-grandmother,  Eliz€>.beth 
Crawford.      Ever  since  it  came  into  my  possession  in  1918 
I  have  had  it  in  the  Museum  of  History,  Science  and  Art, 
Los  Angeles.      previous  to  that  time  it  was  never  out  of 
Spencer  county,  Indiana,  having  been  successively  in  the 
possession  of  my  grea t -grandparent s ,  my  grandm.other  and 
my  father. 

It  was  owned,  and  in  the  home,  of  my  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Ruth  Crawford  Jennings,  at  Buf faloville ^  Spencer  county, 
Ind.  at  the  time  of  the  Chicago  Worlds  ^air  in  1@93  and 
my  grandmother  was  offered  a  substantial  sum  at  that  time 
if  she  would  loan  it  to  the  Worlds  Fair  but  my  father  ad- 
vised her  not  to  do  so  for  the  reason  that  something  might 
happen  that  she  would  never  get  it  back.       In  1904,  at  the 
time  of  the  '^Vorlds  Fair  at  St.  Louis  it  was  in  my  father's 
home  in  Rockport,  Spencer  county,  Indiana  where  my  grand- 
mother was  then  making  her  home.      ^e  was  asked  to  loan 
it  to  the  St.  Louis  Exposition  also  but  refused  for  much 
the  same  reason  he  had  advised  my  grandmother  at  the  time 
of  the  Chicago  Worlds  Fair. 

Outside  of  those  two  occasions  the  Lincoln  Cupboard  has 
never  had  any  publicity  until  I  had  it  shipped  west  and 
loaned  it  to  the  Museum  in  Los  Angeles.      It  had  always 
been  mutually  understood  that  it  never  be  allowed  to  leave 
the  family  but  I  have  been  thinking  seriously  recently  of 
selling  it  if  a  sufficient  value  be  placed  on  it. 

Since  you  are  an  authority  on  Lincolniana  I  will  ask 
you  to  kindly  state  your  opinion  as  to  its  value.      As  you 
mention  in  the  circular  you  so  kindly  mailed  me  many  Lin- 
coln relics  have  brousht  lar^e  sirnis ,  one  letter  ii;  particu- 
lar bringing  |ll,750  at  an  auction.      I  have  read  too  in 
newspapers  a't  various  times  that  letters  written  by  Lincoln 
have" sold  at  auction  for  several  thousand  dollars  each. 


COMPANY  CORRESPONDENCE 
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Fosiibly,  Mr.  Warren,  you  might  be  able  to  tell  me  who 
were  the  successful  bidders  for  the  Letters  in  question  or, 
if  not  who  the  buyers  were,  who  the  auctioneers  (or  sellers) 
were. 

In  this  connection  I  will  greatly  appreciate  any  infor- 
mation or  suggestion  you  may  give  me  that  may  eventually  be 
of  value  to  me  in  finding  a  buyer  for  my  Lincoln  cabinet  at 
a  price  that  will  compare  favorably  with  other  Lincoln 
articles.       In  my  opinion,  as  well  as  others,  the  Lincoln 
eubfcoard  has  more  real  and  sentimental  value  than  has  any 
of  the  other  Lincoln  articles  because  of  its  remarkably 
interesting  history  and  because  it  is  the  very  oldest  of 
any  Lincoln  relic  in  eaCistence  so  far  as  known, 

I  would  be  glad  to  have  you  call  on  me  some  day  if  you 
ever  happen  to  come  to  Peru.       In  case  you  do  you  will  fin4^ 
me  at  the  Electric  frreight  house,  corner  of  Miami  and  Canal 
streets,  where  my  husband  is  freight  8-gent  and  v^here  I  am 
a-cting  as  cashier,   -  Although  I  have  never  had  any  previous 
experience  in  public  speaking  I  have  been  called  on  to  talk 
on  my  ancestral  relations  with  the  Lincolns'  on  two  or  three 
different  occasions  since  coming  to  Peru  and  have  found  my 
audiences  very  appreciative  and  responsive  indeed,  the  last 
time  being  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  new  Peru 
Abraham  Lincoln  school  building  when  I  spoke  before  an 
audience  of  1,500  local  citizens. 

Trusting  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of  a  reply  at  your  con- 
venience and  a  personal  interview  alos  if  convenient  to  you 
I  am. 


Yours  very  truljr, 


52  West  Canal  st 
Peru,  Indiana, 


SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 
UNITED    STATES    NATIONAL  MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON.   D.  C, 


November  27,  1929. 


Dr.  L.  A.  'arren, 

Lincoln  Life  Research  Foundation, 

Ft.  '/ayne,  Indiana. 


My  dear  Sir: 

Mr-.  Maude  Jennings  Cryderman  has  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  National  Museum  an  interesting  old  cabinet 
saidio  have  been  made  by  i^braham  Lincoln,  and  in  this  connection 
has  stated  that  you  are  in  possession  of  original  docu^ients 
definitely  authenticating  the  specimen. 

^s  there  seems  soitb  possibility  of  the  cabinet  being 
loaned  or  "oresented  to  the  national  collections,  we  are  desirous 
of  thoroughly  establishing  its  authenticity  before  foraaLly 
accoTDtin-  it.    It  would  be  greatly  appreciated,  therefore,  if 
vou  '.ould  furnish  the  National  Museum  with  any  evidence  m  your 
^ossesfion  bearing  on  the  subject.        If  the  origii^l  documents 
could  be  forwarded  here  for  examination  the  courtesy  would  be 
very  greatly  appreciated  and  they  could  be  photostated  and 
reSrned  to  you!  or,  if  you  arewillir^,  photostats  could  be 
returned  and  the  original  documents  retained. 

Please  be  assured  that  the  Museum  will  gladly  follm 
your  directions  in  this  connection. 

A  franked  envelope,  which  requires  no  postage,  is 
enclosed  for  your  reply. 

Very  truly  yours, 


[eC.  Raveiiei,' 

Administrative  Assistant 
to  the  Secretary. 


cs 


December  4»  1929 


Mr.  'M,  deC.  fiavsnel 
Ssltliso&ian  Institution 
Wasbiogton,  D.  C. 

My  dear  Mr.  lavenel: 

nth  reference  to  the  corner  cuploard  in  possession 
of  Urn,  Uwa&  Jennings  Bx^ydesmaii,  I  regret  to  sa^  tlimt  ehe 
is  mistaken  ahout  my  having  in      possession  original 
docutseats  which  woxild  prove  that  Ahraham  Lincoln  m&de  this 
cabinet . 

I  think  there  is  very  good  evidence  that  Thomas 
Lincoln,  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  who  was  a  cabinet  maker, 
was  hired  hy  Josiah  and  lllzaheth  Crawford  to  make  the  cup- 
homrd  now  in  possession  of  Mrs.  Crydermaa. 

It  ffisiy  be  possible  that  Abrahaaa  Lincoln  may  hjstve 
assisted  his  father  in  this  piece  of  cabinet  work  but  m  ftatr 
as  I  know  there  Is  no  evidence  to  that  effect.    I  think  it 
ffiust  Imve  been  merely  a  basiaess  proposition  between  ft  new 
settler  and  it  cabinet  iia^er  who  lived  n^wby. 

The  docEBaentary  evidence  to  which  Mrs.  CryderajMi 
evidently  refers,  is  the  listing  of  a  c«jrner  cupboard  in  the 
possession  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crawford  at  the  tisie  of  the 
settlement  of  her  estate.    This  would  seem  to  stapport  th*t 
tradition  of  the  family  and  the  stateaient  of  possession  In 
the  hands  of  SCrs.  CrydemsMi. 

I  very  mxah  regret  I  cannot  be  of  further  assistance 
to  you  In  helping  to  identify  this  Lincoln  curio. 

Eespectfully  yours. 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Hesearch  foundation 


SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION 
UNITED    STATES    NATIONAL  MUSEUM 

WASHINGTON.    D.  C. 


December  13,  1929 


Mr,  Louiv^  A.  Warren, 

Director,  Lincoln  ^^istorical 
Research  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


Dear  %.  Warren: 


Receipt  is  acknowledged  of  your  letter  of  December  4  with 
reference  to  the  cabinet  in  the  possesfaon  of  Mrs.  Maude  Jennings  ' 
<^ryderman,  which  is  said  to  have  been  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln,  the 
father  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    Please  be  assured  of  my  apr^reciation  of 
your  very  prompt  and  definite  reoly  to  my  inquiry  in  this  matter. 

Very  truly  yours. 


W.  deu^'!^?fvenel7 
Administrative  Assistsjit 
to  the  Secretary. 


DE 


Cupboard   Made  ^"^^J^^^  ^ 


1  AC.^O 


Abe  Lincoln,  Cabinet  Maker 

Example  of  Hi§^wrftsmanship  Owned  by 
Indiana  Woman— Other  Wabash  Treasures. 


had  obtained  one  for  inspection,  and 
a  New  York  dealer  had  offered  $800. 
"If  you  had  come  when  I  wrote 
you,"  the  woman  said,  "you  could 
have  had  the  lot  for  $25.  They  are 
all  the  dishes  I've  had  since  I  was 
married  six  years  ago.  I've  fed  my 
four  babies,  and  the  cat  and  dog 
on  them  every  day.  My  mother  just 
gave  me  a  complete  set  of  dishes, 
so  I  didn't  need  these  any  more." 
Not  even  an  offer  of  $850  would 
tempt  her  to  take  them  out  of  the 
bank  where  they  had  been  deposited 
for  the  New  York  buyer.  And  the 
Illinois  dealer  who  could  have  had 
them  all  for  $25  knew  real  regret 


By  HELENE  HINDS  RICE. 

Abraham  Lincoln,  woodsman  by  necessity,  hewer  of  logs 
in  the  artists'  favorite  conception  of  his  early  life,  totally 

'without  a  bent  for  mechanics  and  woefully  lacking  in  all  the  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

attributes  of  even  a  poor  artisan  according  to  some  of  his  at  later  hearing  the  eventful  sale 
biographers,  did  turn  cabinet  maker  for  at  least  a  brief 
period  in  his  career.    Conclusive  evidence  is  at  hand  that 
there  was  a  time  in  his  life  when  he  may  have  seriously  con- 
sidered following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  who  was  a 


cabinet  maker. 

I    A  solid  walnut  cupboard,  created 
I  by  the  martyred  President,  stands 
I  today  in  the  Museum  of  History,  Sci- 
ence and  Art  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Seven  feet  high  and  weighing  over 
three  hundred  pounds  it  appears  to- 
day, as  it  w^-s  made  by  Lincoln,  none 
knows  how  many  years  ago.  Never 
a  splash  of  paint  or  varnish  changed 
I  its  appearance  since  it  came  from 
I  Lincoln's  workshop.     It  was  made 
'  for  Mrs.  Josiah  Crawford  and  is  now 
owned  by  her  great-granddaughter, 
Maude  Jennings  Cryderman  of  Tip- 
ton, Ind.,  who  has  it  on  display  in 
the  Los  Angeles  museum. 

The  Wabash  River,  together  with 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canals,  formed 
the  main  arteries  of  westward  travel 
125  years  ago.  The  Indians  left  their 
traces  in  the  Wabash  Valley.  Hun- 
dreds of  early  settlers  passed  that 
•way  on  their  westward  migrations 
and  today  it  is  fertile  hunting  ground 
for  the  middle  western  collector  of 
antiques. 

Many  of  the  oldest  houses  of  the 
valley,  such  as  the  Harrison  home  at 
Vincennes,  the  Rappite  historical 
home  at  New  Harmony,  are  as  inter- 
esting as  museums.  The  old  Haynes 
,  Jiouse  at  Independence  and  its  ac- 
i  eompanying  acres  were  won  by  Uncle 
I  John  Haynes,  who  played  at  cards 
i  with  Zachariah  Cicot,  a  famous  half- 
i  breed  Indian  of  the  valley,  and  won 
ibis  home  and  lands;  the  Meharry 
I  bouse  near  Attica,  built  in  the  early 
|40's  of  hand  cut  shingles,  wrought 
i  nails,  and  oak  timbers;  and  the ;|  pair 
Harrison  home,   on  a  mill  stream 


price  of  the  platter  alone 

A  mahogany  work  table  on  a  ped- 
estal base  with  carved  claw  feet 
and  a  five  slat  rocker  are  now 
placed  side  by  side  in  the  living 
room  of  the  great  granddaughter  of 


remained  in  her  immediate  family, 
since  that  time.  A  pair  of  Sheffield] 
candlesticks  and  this  table  in  th^ 
midst  of  golden  oak  and  black  wal- 
nut! I  can  only  hope  that  the  heirs 
will  appreciate  their  good  fortune. 

Among  the  pieces  illustrated  is  a 
walnut  blanket  chest  few  of  which 
are  to  be  found  today  of  such  excel-j 
lent  workmanship  and  perfect  pro^ 
portions.  The  earner  dovetailing  ex- 
tends to  the  bottom  of  the  support 
ing  feet  and  the  acorn  brasses  havd 
not  even  a  dent.  This,  too,  has  been 
passed  down  the  line  of  family 
descent  from  the  great-grandfatheii 
who  cut  the  walnut  logs  and  fash 
ioned  its  dovetailing  with  sucH 
minute  care. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  "an 
liquities"  Which  has  come  out  of  tht 
valley  was  discovered  in  a  remote 
region  '  near  the  national  park  o 
Turkey  Run.    A  collector  happenec^ 


their  first  owner  who  kept  the  table 
in  her  parlor  and  the  rocker  in  her 
kitchen.  The  original  split  hickory 
seat  of  the  rocker  is  still  there,  but  is 
now  covered  with  upholstering;  nor 
would  any  say  that  the  latter  is  not 
more  comfortable. 

On  the  table  is  a.  turned  walnut 
spool  case,  so  popular  in  the  days 
when  movies  were  unknown  and 
needlework  was  an  art  indulged  in 
by  ladies.  The  collecting  of  these 
and  other  requisites  of  the  sewing 
table  is  yet  to  attract  the  attention 
that  these  small  pieces  of  cabinet 
work  deserve.  A  friend  of  mine  re- 
cently commenced  to  search  for 
work  boxes  and  among  the  several! 
she  has  acquired  is  one  made  of 
satinwood  and  maple  in  Richmond, 
Ind.,  over  eighty  years  ago  by  a  man 
named  Hess. 


to  stop  at  one  of  the  few  houses  iA  ,  ^1  search  for  the  round  card 
a  small  town  to  inquire  about  old  mentioned  previously,  gomg 


furniture  in  that  region.  The  answer 
was  not  encouraging,  but  a  chance 


from  house  to' house  in  the  fashion 
of    the    "rappers"    whom  English 


;i:rtor  at  tTe  hou  e"  remarked  that  antique  f-lers  send  about  the  coun- 
his  family  owned  an  old  sideboard  ry^^de  l  anded  to  my  list  of  friend- 
which  she  thought  her  husband  had  ]y  "antique  acquaintances^  At  one 
decided  to  sell.  The  sideboard  was  home  a  charming  little  white-haired 
wedged  into  a  little  dark  room,  and  l^dy  said  that  she  had  ^o  round 
was  thickly  coated  with  varnish,  but  table,  but  that  she  did  have  one  with 
the  collector  did  not  hesitate.  Later  ''^  ^^-^  7'°''^^  "P'  except 
an  extremely  lovely  buffet  emerged  that  it  had  been  nailed  down 
from  the  cleaning  process,  which  re-  Whereupon  she  carried  down  the 
vealed  the  mahogany  veneer  panels  stairs  for  my  inspection  a  little 
and  the  delicate  inlay  and  cross-) cherry  table  on  whose  octagonal  tilt- 


banding  with  maple,  ash,  holly  and 
walnut.     The  history  of  the  piece 


top  various  embroidery  patterns  had 
been  stencilled. 


near  Attica,  which  is  furnished  al- 
most entirely  in  old  maple  furniture. 

A  Ronnd   Card  Table. 

Some  interesting  articles  have  been 
found  in  these  and  .other  valley 
homes  in  the  last  several  years. 
Quite  recently  I  was  told  of  the  ex- 
istence in  a  nearby  town  of  a  "round 
card  table."  Equipped  with  this 
vague  clew,  I  eventually  found  a 
beautiful  Heppelwhite  card  table. 
Apparently  the  leaf  was  rarely 
raised,  for  the  rich  mahogany  top 
was  in  perfect  condition,  although 
the  inlay  of  the  designs  and  the 
narrow  bands  on  the  tapering  legs 
had  fallen  out  in  places. 

It  had  been  one  of  a  pair  sent  from. 
jMiddletown,  Conn.,  in  1844  as  a  gift 
I  to  Sarah  Scott  Forbes.  She  was 
then  a  little  girl,  13  years  old,  living 
i  in  Danville,  HI.,  and  the  table  has 


cannot  be  completely  traced  al-l  Pour  dainty  spider  feet  were  dove- 
though  it  is  known  to  be  one  of  a' tailed   to   the   base   of  the  turned 

pedestal.  And,  as  she  explained, 
there  were  two  long  nails  driven 
The  "Eleven  State's  Plates."  through  the  center  of  the  top  "SO 
But  the  Story  of  the  eleven  "states"  that  it  would  be  steady  to  hold  a' 
plates  ended  much  more  tragically  lamp  I "  It  had  belonged  to  her  father 
for  the  lady  who  let  them  elude  her  when  he  started  housekeeping  with 
grasp.  Recently  a  dealer  in  the  Val- fiis  young  bride,  over  mnety  years 
ley  received  a  letter  from  a  women  f-SO,  and  she  added,  that  she  hadn  t 
living  near  Crawfordsville,  offering  bought  of  partmg  with  it  though 
a  set  of  old  blue  dishes  which,  she  he  really  didn't  use  it/    But  when 


had  North  Carolina,  the  name  oj^^^j  .^^^  strangers.  1 

felt  curiously  humbled  as  though  I 


the  back  being  P.  Meyer." 

A  blizzard  was  raging  over  the  en 
tire  Middle  West  and  the  dealer  re 
plied  that  she  would  be  there  withi 
a  week.  When  she  did  arrive,  fiv 
days  later,  she  found  eleven  "Ne- 
York"  plates  and  a  beautiful  platte: 

But  in  the  meantime  the  husban 
had  mentioned  them  to  someon 
else,  a  Wabash  professer  had  sougl 
them   out,   an   Indianapolis  dealt 


had  become  by  adoption  a  descendant 
of  their  family. 

In  Rockport,  Ind.,  today  there  are 
several  pieces'  of  good  furniture 
which  were  made  by  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, the  father  of  Abraham..  An 
old  secretary  which  was  made  for 
Dr.  Crooks,  one  of  Spencer  county's  j 
first  doctors,  is  owned  at  present  by 
the  heirs  of  Mrs.  Mary  Garlinghouse,  ' 


\  ■ 


Lincoln  Mi^de  Cupboard 
I  Is  Owned  by  Peru  Woman  j 

br  L  A.  Warren,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Speaks  at  Meeting  at  | 
;  Home  of  Mrs.  Maude  Jennings  Cryderman,  Who;, 
I  Has  Treasured  Walnut  Relic  Constructed  by  Great  | 
Emancipator  When  He  Was  a  Boy.  1 

(Special  to  The  News-Sentinel)  u  r.^A 

PERU  Ind  Sept.  3.-Asserting  that  he  could  prove  beyood  . 
ioubfthe  geLnenefs  of  a  Lincoln  -ner  cupboaxd  ^wned  b^^^  M^^^ 
A/faude  Tennin^s  Cryderman  of  this  city,  Dr.  L.  A.  Warren  ot  rort 
&e  meX  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Historical  Research 
Foundation!  was  one  of  the  principal  speakers  at  a  meeting  held  at 
Mrs  Cryderman  s  home  where  the  cupboard  is  being  displayed.  The 
s^eaErwas  Ross  Lockndge  of  Indiana  Umve-ty  formerly  o 
Iport  Wayne.    Professor  Lockridge  recently  completed  a  book  on  the 

'Life  of  Lincoln.   — 

Dr.  Warren,  who  is  recognized  as 
-  -j:  -i.-u«  rtii+afanriine^  authorl- 


I    ur.  vvari-eii,  »,.o  is  recognized  as  j     prom  the  Old  Soldiers  H 
'one  of  the  most  outstanding  authorl-       i^eless  o}d  I'elic         J^^^  ^^d  Art,  I 
ties  on  Lincoln  in  the  country,  said  ^^.3eum  of  History  TreZ^tned  un- 
•     interested  m  the    t.«=  Anseles.  where  it  reiucti-u-_ 


ities  on  i^incoin  lu  uic  i^uux^-ij,  ---- 
Ithat  the  state  is  interested  m  the 
cabinet,  which  has   .only  recently 
been  returned  from  the  Los  Angeles 
Museum,  and  that  an  effort  will  be 
made  to  procure  it  for  the  Lmcoln 
Memorial  in  Spencer  County.  ^ 
The  cabinet  was  made  by  LincolA  j 
when  a  youth    and    presented,,  to; 
iJosiah  and  Elizabeth  Crawford,  great 
grandparents  of  Mrs.  Cryderman. 

It  is  generally  known  that  Abra- 
ham Lincoln's  father,  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, was  a  carpenter  and  cabinet- |/i 
maker  and  taught  all  he  knew  of  , 
these  trades  to     young  Abe,     who  1 
helped  him  frequently. 

Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Crawford 
were  close  personal  friends  and  near 
neighbors  of  the  Lincolns.  After 
krs.  Lincoln's  death  the  two 
children,  Abraham  and  Sallie,  ma,de 
their  home -a  part  of  the  time  with 
the  Crawfords  and  Abe  worked  on 
the  Crawford  farm. 
1  Mr  and  Mrs.  Crawford  owned  a 
,  small  library,  something  very  rare  m 
'the  Ivttle  frontier  settlement  m 
Southern  Indiana  and  young  Lin-, 
coin  frequently  borrowed  the  books. 


Museum  of  History  (^e^  ^n- 

Los  Angeles,  ^^^^'^V^ /„  jt  was  sent 
til  a  few  days  ago  when  iz  wd, 

being  made  of  solid  naiiv« 
There  are  two  sets  of  doors  ^1°^^ 

Ee\^^f  stTp  nT'ltr^q 
"cross  the  front    of    the  cupboard  , 

Ibove  the  upper  f  oo^«;„,,^^%Xut 
front  is  put  together  with  walnut 
pegs  while  the  back  is  fastened  with 
hald  made  wrought-iron  nails  O^d 
fashioned  brass  hinges    support  the 

*^°In^speaking  of  the  priceless  relic 
Dr  wLren  slid  that  it  represented 
noi  something  that  Lir.roln  owned 
Tot  something  Lincoln  bought  or 
sold,  but  something  conceived  by  h  s 
youthful  mind  and  made  by  himself 
fn  order  to  satisfy  his  conscience— 
his Tnnate  love  of  right  and  justice, 
and  by  him  presented  to  his  em- 
ployer and  benefactor,- 


BoutiiBiii  j-iiu-ici.".  — —  ~   „     xirnpn    ne  Became 

coin  frequently  borrowed  the  books       years    later     ^^en  ne 
taking  them  to  his  room  at  mght  and  (president       «^^f^I^nited  fet  ^ 
to  his  work  in  the  woods  and  fields.  I  Crawfords  considered  tnis  ^^^^ 
nf  these  books,     a    life    of gift  beyond  price  and  tooK  g 


One  of  these  books,    a    life  of 
Washington,  he  left  one  night  where 
lit  became  damaged    by    a  severe^ 
f  storm. 

Abe  went  to  Mr.  Crawford  and  ex- 
plaining the  catastrophe,  wanted  to 
pay  for  the  damaged  book.  His  em- 
:  ployer,  however,  was  not  inclined  to 
view  the  matter  seriously  but,  as  the 
Iboy  insisted,  allowed  him  to  pay  7  o 
cents  and  keep  the  book— the  first 
Lincoln  had  ever  owned. 

History  of  Cupboard  Reviewed, 
i  Abe  when  he  went  home,  told  his 
I  father'  of  the  incident  and  asked  his 
'  permission  to  make  for  Mrs.  Craw- 
i^ord  a  "corner"  cupboard —  a  style 
that  was  just  then  coming  into  vogu« 
—and  that  he  had  heard  her  wish 

L^'^Thomas  Lincoln  approved  of  tl\ 
[suggestion  and  with  some  seasoiie. 
walnut  lumber  which  had  Prey'ousl 


Jennings,  ^^ose  home  was  at  Bu 

;SrshoS=npr^-  the  craw 
^ford  and  W'jeoln  homes^  H^f^^ 
III  fol"s\m^erHat.e^l  f -^cir 

cious  heirloom.  fleath,  it  was 

;  I"  iTirtTus  estate  •  by  .  his  ' 
'Cghfer  Mrs!  Maude  Jennings 
j  Srylerman,  the  present  ow--^^^^  , 

diers'  Home,    at    Sateue,  ^ 


suggestion  ana  witu  suxiic  ^^^^^^-^^  Home,    at  oa-Lc-..^, 

walnut  lumber  which  had  Prey>ousl.  diers^  .^'^^^  existence  t^iat  it  had 
been  cut  with  a  "whip-saw    from  a    first  t^  ^^  ^^^^^^  „f  Spencer 

large  walnut  tree  near  their  home,  ever 
young  Abe  went  to  work  on  the  cup-  1  County, 
board,  which,  when  completed,  he 
ipresented  to  the  Crawfords  with  bit 
compliments.  ^         i.,^,.  .  -i-^' 


CUPBOARD  madeby  Lincoln 


Lincoln  Relic  May 
Bring  ^25,000  For 
Charity  Purposes 

(Siu'i'liil  tuTlic  Ni'ws-Sfiillm'l) 
l'i:iUl.  Intl.,  Sopt.  2S. — Gov. 
lliiiry  (r.  liCHllo  vviiH  horo  Vrlday  nft- 
i  inotin  to  vli'w  llin  I'luurd  c\ii>l>oiir(l 
miiilii  by  Alinilmiu  I.liU'olu  wlicn  liii 
wiiH  a  l)oy  and  conl'iTri'd  wllli  Mpm. 
Miiiido  I'lydtTiiuin,  ol'  (Ills  clly,  owii- 
or  ol'  tile  ri'Hc,  conccrnluK  licr  olTcr 
to  plfioii  (ho  cupboard  In  Iho  pro- 
poaod  1/lncoln  Nhrlno  on  tlio  old  Lin- 
coln honislcjul  in  HoulhiMn  Indiana. 
Tho  (Jovornor  <lld  not  coniinont  on 
tho  outcome  of  the  conference.  Mr.s. 
Crydornmn  Is  a  descendant  of  tlic 
Crawford  family,  neighbors  of  tho 
KlneolnH,  for  whom  Abe  Lincoln 
nmdo  the  cui>board  as  a  vrlCt.  Kfio  has 
ol'l'ered  to  either  sell  the  cupboard 
to  the  .state  for  $25,000  and  use  the 
money  for  an  orphan.s'  home  or  chll- 
ilren'.s  ho.spllnl,  or  to  rIvo  the  cup- 
board to  the  state  providing  she  i.s 
made  custodian  o£  tho  shrine  for  a 
period  of  years. 


CUPBOARD  MADE  BY  ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN  DISPLAYED  AT  PERU 


■  PERU.  Ind.  Aug-.  30.— A  cup- 
board made  by  Abraham  Lincoln 
when  a  youth,  is  being  displayed 
here  by  Mrs.  Maude  Jennings  Cry- 
derman,  a  Peru  woman.  The  cabinet 
was  presented  by  Lincoln  to  herl 
grandfather.  It  has  been  in  the  mu-l 
seum  at  Los  Angeles  and  is  on  its 
way  to  the  Naitonal  Museum  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Governor  Leslie  has  requested  that 
it  be  displayed  in  Indianapolis  for  a 
few  days  before  being  sent  on  to 
Washington.  \ 


COUSI?;  OF  MRS.  .T*A.JEANES  0W&  CABIHii'V  LINCOLN  HaPK. 
4*  <<•  •&  if  .  «■      ■'5  *  * 

Ifie  ccPtier  cupboard  which  /ibrahnr  Lincoln  fashioned  with  his  Awn 
hand,  for  M-s.  Tlll^abeth  Crawford  hna  croatod  auoh  v^lde spread,  interest,  and 
Vh?»  elnctirstanco  oombln. 4  v,ith  tho  fact  that  th«  r«.vored  relic  roroaod  next 
doiJ  f  a  J^one^?S^rsn.?,  to  Kokoxao,  han  led  to  any  number  of  Inquiries  obout 

^torT  of  this  ol'l  piecQ  of  furnltixro  la  Interoatin!?,  a'Jido  frcr-.  the  no- 
«otlSns  ^Sloh         pLSn/nonry  Ford  and  VrB.  .auda  .rennings  ofV^ 
f?9  Seaent  ovmer,  and  Its  purchase  at  a  price  rot^^ted  to  be  ;SE,000. 
Ford' wants  It  to  add  to  hla  r,lncoln  misGiam  at  ,;«r*rbom,  111.  '^here  it  **ould  be 
ouIstanSiSf^  .unon-  t>.c  wti«rk*«  Invaluable  collection  of  Llrcolniana  houssd 

^  19  ronerallT'  kno>«n  that  Abrahmn  Lincoln's  father,   ■horias  Lincoln,  v-.aa 
a  cart>0n(ber  anr'  cablnot-tcaker  and  taught  all  he  knov.-  of  these  trades  ..;o  young 
£ibe    Who  h©lt)©d  him  froouontly  in  his  «\>rk»  .     ,  a^ii 

'       Tosla  ind  v,ll?.abeth  Ci»kwford  r;o-e  close  personal  rrionds  ano  mar  neigh 
bors  of  the  Tincolns.      ft^r  ;^rs.  Mncoln'i  f^eath  th^  two  chU.-r'en,  ^brahtiir.  an  . 
sail  19.  wnde'  thGlr  hotno  oart  of  th<^  titne  -^ith  th®  Grawforrla,  wnore  ,".be  -^/orked 
on  the  farm.    !<r.  and  vvn,  Crawford  ov,i.e.'  a  sr^all  library,  soircthln;^  ^^7^!]^ « 
in  the  little  frontier  settlement  In  southern  Indiana,  and  younw  Lihcoln  fre- 
quentlv  borrowed  borro««d  the  bonks  and  took  thfiK.  to  his  room  at  n^ght,  ajifi  tc 
his  ^ork  in  tho  v,-ood3  and  fields,  devoting  every  apape  tninut©  of  his  tlra©  to 

One  of  the  books,  tho  qtialnt  old  volusie  that  carries  out  "cherry  treo  I 
cannot  tell  a  lie  story",     emus  Life  of   Washington,  he  loft  one  nlfjht  r.here  It 
was  aa^-a^ed  bT  rain.     Abe  wanted  to  pay  for  the  r^ny^mod  Dook.     -  r.  -^^^^OTcl  war 
not  disnosed  to  vl^v?  tho  matter  serioualy,  but  as  ^ ho  boy  insisted,  allowed  hli 
to  pa7  ssventy-flve  cents.     In  icetxirxx  Abe  was  alloi«0<l  co  k.^c-  -^ne  0'■^ok  rb  Lis 
o'«n--th©  firs"  book  .Mncoln  ov<%r'  owned. 

It  was  out  of  th«  a3;noci!i^ion  .^eacrlbf^c,  a.i       :  ^' =  i  Aide  for  tn© 

plft  of  the  volume  that  tho  cujsboard  vma  creatsd.     .  b..  'I«=30.r'ibfi '    '  Incident 
to  his  father  and.  aak«d  for  pewilsslon  to  make  fo.jr  :v;rs«  Craisforr.  'cmer 
cupboard— a  style  that  w.s  Just^/ftten  corJn-:  Into  vofrue— end  that  ne  '-.fld  heard 

her  wish  for,  ^      ,     4.       v  « 

-Thomas  ipT^ro%»Gd  of  tl^e  gu;3;;Testlon  and  ^Ith  some  aeaaoned  v/alnut  l^iwber 
ishich  had  prevloualy  b^^'on  cut  ^vlfcl-s  a  '^yhlpsaw  fx'ois  a  large  w-ilrsut  tree,  Abe  ^ent 
to  work  on  the  cupboard.      hen  it  -.•/as  oorTDloc®a  he  presented  it  to  the  Crawford 
with  his  coitipliwents.  ^ 

On  the  death  of  the  Ora«forcJa  It  feocmsio  tho  property  of  their  daui^iiter, 
Wrs.  i^oith  Crawford  Jennings,    hose  homo  ims  at  iitjff alowvlll©,  Spencer  County,  c 
close  by  the  Cra^fford  and  Lincoln  honea*    rears  later,  in  h«r  ^-ido^ed  old  age, 
she  -wont  to  wake  her  horns  ^alth  her  "jon,  ;:,ainuel  ilagel  JenniniJ-a,  in  ivockport,  and 
to  him  she  sold,  the  preoioiifj  heirloosn. 

.After  hi  a  death  In  1918  it  was  purchased  Trots  his  estate  by  his  dauc^ter, 
Mrs.  fAauda  .Tennln-Ts  Cryderman  at  present  a  resident  of  ".oxni. 

r5e8pit©  its  '-more  tha^-i      100  years.  It  is  still  in  perfect  state  ofi  tsrea- 
crvatlon.    It  gtnr^ds  sevon  feet  higli  and  woifchs  over  300  poufadg.     '.-'ber©  are  two 
sets  of  doors,  four  in  all,  -v^hich  are  nicely  paneled,  and.  there  is  a  strip  of 
hand  cnrvlnfj;  across  the  front  of  fch0  eupboardabove  cbe  uoDer  set  of  doors.  Ihe 
entire  front  is  put  to,?;ether  with  t/alnut  pegs  «hile  th©  baok  la  rastened  with 
hand-rrade,  wrouffht-iror  nails,     "fee  doors  smng  uppn  old  fashioned  brass  Mnges* 
It  is  still  ir  its  natur.'AX  native  -salnut  finish,  just  as  it  was  ¥^^hen  Lincoln 
gave  it  to  th©  Grawfordg  irsore  than  a  eontur^  ago. 

The  ?'.-r,  and  Mrs,  Crawford  p-entioned  in  the  above  ■o.rtlclo  sr©  grandparents  oi 
Krs.  Seine  'enninpa  Pov-ell,  wother  of  tJrs,  J. .'e-^r  «  -".f  r-ls  oity,  !lrs.  -pcwelJ 
Is  now  Tnakin.fT  hv»r  home  vflth  her  douchtor  in  Cll3':on  .j-trcr^t, 

?'rs»  Qertr^Jide  Overbeok,  ^?ft09        rarr-''tr<  '-Iv  ',  Loa  .Angola,  l«i  a  f^randaufthtcr 
of  the  !'..r.  Crawford  wbo  sold   ,f?cc3  l.lfo  of:    ng.h,.ir-i7;ton       .lincoln.  cupboard 
v/as  in  Los  anrreles  for  6  vears.    Lrs.  Cverbock'  a  tolophone  is  "a 


!■',  L.  PlakRslee  does  not  know  fron  ■.'•httt  paper  the  above  ^-as  elipped,  nor  th© 
date  of  the  same. 


JUPBOARD  made  by  kbraiiam  Lincoln 


Tlie  old  i.'(iriKT  cuiibcanl  mado  by 
Ahruham  Lincoln  for  the  CruwrordB  ^ 
has  been  sold  to  Ik'nry  Ford  at  aj 
rvice  supposed  to  bo  $25,000.  It  v/asi 
^v^•ll  preserved  and  an  historic  article) 
l.i«J-'ly  prized.  It  is  supposed  that! 
Adc  Lincoln  obtained  the  pivttern  €orj 
the  construction  of  this  piece  of  fur-, 
riture  from  a  comer  cupboard  in  the 
l  on-.e  of  E/,L>kiel  Ray's  widow,  then 
living  at  Sandy  Creek  Landing.  Thi& 
old  cupboard  is  still  in  possession  of 
descendants  of  Ezekiel  R-ay,  and  Mrs. 
Myrtle  Woolfolk  has  it  now.  It  is 
not  known  whether  the  Rays  brought 
the  cupboard  with  them  from  K.en- 
tucky  or  whether  it  was  made  after 
the  family  settled  here.  However 
that  may  be,  there  is  quite  a  simi- 
larity in  the  design  and  general  di- 
mensions of  the  two  cupboarSs. 


CUPBOARD  Lincoln  made  purchased  ^7  Ford 


;  Henry  Ford  Buys 
Lincoln  Cupboard 
From  Peru  Woman 


PERU,  Ind.,  April  23— (U.P.) — A 
corner  cupboard,  made  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  while  he  was  a  resident  of 
Indiana  more  than  100  years  ago, 

'>  has  been  purchased  by  Henry  Ford 
at  a  reported  price  of  $25,000. 

i  The  relic  was  purchased  from  Mrs. 
Maude      Cryderman,    Peru,  whose 

;  grandparents  were  neighbors  of  the 
Lincolns  in  Southern  Indiana.  It  was 
was  given  the  family  by  young  Lin- 
coln in  exchange  for  a  copy  of 
"Weems*  Life  of  Washington," 
which  had  been  damaged  by  rain, 
when  the  youth  borrowed  the  boolc  | 
to  read. 

Early  this  week  the  cupboard  was 
taken  to  Dearborn,  Mich.,  to  be 
placed  in  Ford's  museum.  Neither 
[Mrs.  Cryderman  nor  Ford's  represen- 
Itative  would  disclose  the  purchase 
price,  but  it  was  learned  that  when 
the  representative  made  overtures 
regarding  the  sale  several  weeks  ago, 
the  price  discussed  was  $25,000. 

The  cupboard  is  made  of  solid 
(black  walnut,  and  weighs  more  than 
300  pounds.  It  is  joined  with  walnut 
pegs  and  hand    wrought  iron  nails. 

In  February,  1918,  it  was  taken  to 
Sawtelle,  Cal..  and  exhibited  at  the 
National  Old  Soldiers'  Home,  the 
first  time  since  it  was  made  that  it 
had  been  out  of  Spencer  County. 


Ll  icoT  n 


CuDboard 


Abraham  Lincoln 


A  Rare  Lincoln  item,  a  Corner  Cup- 
board 6  feet  high  and  three  feet  wide, 
constructed  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  with 
his  initials  A.  L.  carved  on  the  side,  it 
was  presented  by  him  to  Betty  Clark 
in  1839. 


She  married  John  C.  Dewitt  from 
New  Orleans  and  moved  to  Springfield, 
111.,  it  passed  from  Dewitt  to  Dr.  F.  E. 
Vernon  of  Severna  Park,  Maryland, 
situated  between  Baltimore  and  An- 
napolis, with  letters  and  receipts  fully 
authenticating  it.  , 

^       Price  on  AppUcatioii  fl 


/ 


^^^^^^^  ^ 


^^^^ 


CUPBOARD  BUILT  BY  ABE  AUD  JATHEH 


j  April  4.  t932 


3<0m  f.  lallae« 

Sear  lir.  falXaees 

/  tit.  W&TTmi  bas  iiaitr»jet:©d  m  t« 

,   ;/  f sf<arm  fm  tb&t       display  efface  %«ii3g  liia- 

I  '  it«d  w©  hasp®  asEcltaded  tenitmre  not  hmlms 

V  ■ 

/  If  tho  pi@c«  of  fiimltor®  isfeiefe 

ymi  Imv©  is  geimiae,  aM  frtm  jr^mr  Asscf^iptioa 
it  mmt  eert.5dx»l^  is,  it  uhml^  "brli^  ^tm  quite 
a  stfis  iVcsm  the  rlg^t  pwfeiser.   Msy  1  si:^e.st 
that  jmi  writ©  to  E.  S.  WaM&lt,  Stcretaa?^' t® 
tesT  1^^.  Dearborn  MtM^a,  descril^ii^ 
this  artiii3.6  to  his  m  ytm  ha'v-B  to  tmt  W» 
ford  is  iatareetM  ia  collactiUt*  Bincola 

Ita'tai,  ms^mially  fssraitiare,  aud-  yom  niigr  sell 
%0  M®,  If  |}0  is  tatapestQa  ia  this  ilea. 


©rat«r©  ta  i^cli  yarai  pridfeably  will  "be  latersst- 
ftft,  aM      wiii  to  tMiak  fm.  fbr  yowt  ctmrtety 
^ti  M:s^mm  in  iBfomiiag'  tts  af  tMs  itesa. 

Stiiel  Itoef ord 

  ,„  /Laalataftt  Director 

Liis^ln  Historical  IB^mstch  TmmMtim  - 


The  Lincoln  National  Life 

INSURANCE  COMPANY 

Inter-office  Correspondence 
evansville  office 


TO 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren. 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana, 


SUBJECT 


DATE 


Anril  5,  1332 


Dear  Dr.  Warren; 


We  are  enclosing  another  letter 
which  vje  received  regarding  Lincoln  curios. 

If  there  is  anything  that  we  co-ild 
do  pertaining  to  this  we  shall  be  glad  to  do 
so. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


J. 


Secretary. 


M.C.Vogel 
Enc.  1. 


IF  THIS  LETTER  CALLS  FOR  A  REPLY.  USE  THE  BOTTOM  OR  REVERSE  SIDE  OF  THE  DUPLICATE  COPY  ATTACHED 


PHOOT!g: 
701    Bo«rdwaik — 6-4398 
Central  Pier  4-1086 


CABLK  ADDRESS 
Treasurehouse 


Treasure  House 


THE  SE! 

Wholesale 


IMPORTERS  OF 
Specimens  of  Gems  in  the  Rough 
Also  Cut  and  Polished  Rare  Gems 
and  Pearls 
Modern  and  Antique  Jewelry 
Work  of  Art  from  Every  Part 
of  the  World 
Antique  Furniture 


UNDER   ST.   CHARLES  HOTEL 


Grand  Prize  and  Gold  Medal 
awarded 
Panama  Pacific  Exposition,  1915 
Gold  Medal  and  Medal  of  Honor 
awarded 

Sesqui-Centennial  Exposition,  1926 


EXPORTERS  OF 
American  Pearls 
and  Gems 
in  the  Rough 


Retail 


IMPORTERS  OF 
Silver 
Famous  Roumanian 
Embroideries  and  Rugs 
Russian  Icons 
Church  Vestments 

and  Furnishings 
Hebrew  Antiquities 
Antique  Hebrew 
Manuscripts  and  Missals 


Atlantic  City,  N.  J.      Sept,    28,  1952 


Lincoln  Lore 

Fort  "/ayne,  Indiana 

G-entiliemen: 

"?e  have  in  our  possession,  a  corner  cup'ooart.  .....   -     „  ..:-braham 

Lincoln,  and  presented  to  Kiss  Bi-^tt^;        .k  in  1839. 

AS  conditions  are  so  bad,  we  nr::.  forced  at  tlie  present  tine 
to  put  this  on  the  market,  a^.  re  badly  in  need  of  cash. 

'He  wrote  to  the  Bureau  of  Publi--   .  j.,        ^.no  Public  .'/.arks'  in 
iYashington,  and  they  state  they  have  ii^  l  for 

aq airing  anything  of  this  kind  at  the  pr..o'.^iio  .  They 

referred  us  to  you,  stating  you  might  be  interested  in  ac- 
quiring it. 

Thanlcing  you  fot  your  kind  attention  in  the  hiatter,  v/e  remain 

Very  respect fully  yours, 


October  4,  1932 


Klsfl  Bertbft  8.  SbttOMn 

701  BoardmlV: 

Atlantic  01  ty,  J«r»ey 


fax  V9uStm 

fe  regret  to  say  tt»t  «e  do  not  iiRre  ft  dliplay  roam 
for  curio*  •aeh  »•  jro  your  po»»Wlon,  . 

be  plcaaaa  to  baJf»  W  information  that  tnay  be  aTallablj  aboat 
thiff  comer  ctxpboard  t»de  by  Abrahasa  Lincoln  and  prewmtad  to 
Kiaa  Betty  lLark«  ae  we  often  have  Inqnirlee  for  each  Iteraa. 
If  yott  care  to  wam^y  txa  with  forther  Infomatlon  aboat  this 
curio,  we  will  be  pleatad  to  place  it  on  file. 

Tory  aiaeerely  your»# 


Btrector 

Lincoln  Hiatorical  Beaearch  Vcnm&sAitm 


PHOTTES: 
vol    Boardwalk — 5-4398 
Central  Pier  4-1086 


CABLE  ADDRESS 
Treasurehouse 


THE  SE! 

Wholesale 


UNDER   ST.   CHARLES  HOTEL 


Retail 


IMPORTERS  OF 
Specimens  of  Gems  in  the  Rough 
Also  Cut  and  Polished  Rare  Gems 
and  Pearls 
Modern  and  Antique  Jewelry 
Work  of  Art  from  Every  Part 
of  the  World 
Antique  Furniture 


Grand  Prize  and  Gold  Medal 
awarded 
Panama  Pacific  Exposition,  191S 
Gold  Medal  and  Medal  of  Honor 
awarded 

Sesqui-Centennial  Exposition,  1926 


EXPORTERS  OF 
American  Pearls 
and  Gems 
in  the  Rough 


IMPORTERS  OF 
Silver 
Famous  Roumanian 
Embroideries  and  Rugs 
Russian  Icons 
Church  Vestments 

and  Furnishings 
Hebrew  Antiquities 
Antique  Hebrew 
Manuscripts  and  Missals 


Atlantic  City,  N.  J.    DeC  .    IS  ,    1932  . 


Dr.  Lewis  A,  Warren, 

Director  of  the  Lincoln  ReseErch  Foundation 
yort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Sir: 

¥e  wish  to  inform  you  that  ¥x ,  John  Wesley  Hill,  Ckancellor  of  the 
Lincoln  Ivlemorial  University,  called  on  us  to-day,  and  referred  us 
to  you.    He  suggested  that  we  put  our  problem  before  you,  and  in- 
formed us  that  whatever  information  you  can  give  us,  you  will — and 
we  thank  you  in  advance  for  whatever  you  may  be  able  to  do  for  us. 

We  have  a  corner  cupboard,  supposedly  made  by  Abraham  Lincoln  and 
presented  by  him  to  Miss  Betty  Clark  in  1839. 

She  sold  this  in  1871  to  Mr.  John  G.  DeWitt,  who  had  same  in  his 
collection  in  London.     On  his  death,  this  cupboard  became  the  pro- 
perty of  James  P.  DeWitt,   in  189E. 

At  the  time  Abraham  Lincoln  gave  this  piece  to  Miss  Clark,  he  wrote 
her  a  letter,  with  which  she  would  not  part.    As  yet,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  trace  same.     Can  you  tell  us  anything  of  either  Miss 
Betty  Clark,  or  the  missing  letter,  accompanying  the  cupboard? 

If  you,  you  will  greatly  oblige, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
TREASURE  HOUSE . 


ENGL.  Copy  of  letter  and  bill  of  sale,  by  Betty  Clark;  also  letter 
written  by  James  C.  DeWitt.    We  have  both  of  these  documents  here. 


7 


Copy  of  Letter  und 
Dill  of  Sale  from  Betty  Clark 


Philadelphia    Ttoy  6,  1^71 

John  3.  De  Witt,   2sn . 

Dear  3ir 

I  have  decided  to  sell  to  you  the  Corner  Cupboard 
which  was  r^resented  to  me  by  our  beloved  late  President  ..braham  Lincoln. 
Fe  made  it  for  me  with  his  ov.n  hands.     I  am  heart-broken  to  part  with  it 
as  it  is  the  only  thing  I  have  left  to  remember  him  by.     Be  so  kind  as 
to  send  the  r:ioneJr  to  rae  instead  of  Tt.  Jordon.    Hoy  it  rest  in  your 
collection  and  be  to  you  the  comfort  it  was  to  me. 

Sincere ly 

Betty  Clark. 


Ity  9,  1971 

have  received  from  Ifr.  John  3.  De  Titt  :'^200..j0  for  the  Corner  Cupboard 
hich  was  made  for  me  by  our  beloved  President  ..brahara  Lincoln 

Betty  Clark. 


Copy  of  Letter  written  by  James  P.  De  'Vitt. 

Fell.  15,  1901. 

I'.Ir.   '.'illiam  E.  Franklin 
Grenoble  Kotel, 
New  York  City 

Dear  3ir: 

In  reference  to  the  Corner  Cupboard  of  Hiss  Betty  Clark,  which 
was  constructed  by  ..braham  Lincoln  for  her  in  1839,  I  will  give  you 
such  information  as  I  possess  regarding  thas  piece  of  furniture. 

ry  Brother  Fohn  Cole  De  Witt,  v;as  a  very  careful  collector,  who  was 
not  given  to  mirchasing  anything  offered  without  full  proSf  of  it  be- 
ing authentic,  or  there  being  no  reasonable  doubt. 

The  piece  was  authenticated  by  a  letter  from  T'-r.  ^Incold  to  T.Iiss  Clark 
at  the  time  he  sent 'the  piece  of  furniture  t©  her.    This  letter  was  im- 
possible to  secure  from  I.Iiss  Clark,  thou;~h  a  large  sum  was  offered  at 
the  time  of  purchase. 

It  was  not  in  very  good  condition  as  it  had  been  injured  in  a  fire. 

Vy  Brother  had  it  restored  fully  in  1879..    It  was  in  his  home  in  London 

untill  1892,  when  I  received  it  as  an  inheritance. 

Very  truly, 

James  P.  DeWitt. 


Jaaoary  5,  1933 


Traaarcira  House 

S88^ui  Eo'tiEaaalaa  Fjiil^lt, 

701  Boardwalk 

Atlantic  Cit^r,  low  Jersey 

Gtentlensent 

Tow  letter  wl^  rsferoasa  to  t)^  Botty  Clark 
comer  wpboard  ai\ppo3®d  to  baw  ^mn  glwn  tn  her  by 
AbralMn  Lincoln  bas  "bam  delaj^^'d  hoping  tfxat  m  Jiiigtit  1>® 
ablo  to  find  »om«  infmiation  of  valnQ  for  ycm. 

We  bave  mea®  a  carefnl  search  for  any  record 
of  the  letter  mippo9<9d  to  hava  "k&m  written  "by  Alsra^-im  Lincoln 
to  Batty  Clarfe  bat  can  find  no  record  of  it  in  the  c-on^lets 
notation  of  Llrjcoln  letters  wtilch  wo  l^m®  on  file, 

I  Wave  not  Ve®»  &blb  to^fiiid  wihers  Abr^iam 
Iiineoln  hff4.  any  contact  i?ltb  I'iss  B^stty  Clark  and  if  th* 
cMmt  hB  praasntad  to  her  at  t^iat  tiE^  wa»  of  ble  om 
constnietlon»  I  rather  domfet  if  thore  is  another  on©  Ilka 
it, 

AUr^sm  Lincoln*©  fatlier,  Tfiocsas  Idncoln, 
siifta  many  of  %hm&  coraer  «apboarda  and  was  qiilt®  an  ©xp«rt 
eabin«traa3£:®r»  ^mt  I         never  learned  that  mr^.m  Idncoln 
had  any  ability  along  tMa  iin©*     I  aatlcipat®  tMs  is  the 
mm  cornar  cupboard  that  was  in  th@  poasesslon  mm  tiiao 
ft^go  of  Mr.  Oay  5 tono street. 

If  w»  loam  anytMag  fnrthsr  about  this  ctirio, 
wo  will  b©  ploas^d  to  let  y.m  know, 

?®ry  sincerely  yonrs. 

Director 

XAt«AA2l  Lincoln  Historical  Beeearch  fottndatioa 


^^^^^^ 


1^ 


JuM  2,  1936 


Mr.  J.  0.  I>ever 
ShiBialt,  Kentucky 

Ify  dejxT  Mr.  Derer: 

After  reading  a  fev  lines  of  your  letter  I 
happened  to  recall  that  the  Speed  ^seiim  had  acquired 
the  comer  ctjphoard.    I      nfi>t  know  vilay  I  had  for^ 
gotten  tiie  fact. 

With  reflect  to  the  door  which  jam  have,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  w  we  could  use  it,  although 
it  ndght  an  interesting  ciirio. 

Timaik  you  for  your  iirrltation  t<J  Tlait  3?our 
-  hoiae  bat  I  do  not  conteraplate  Wing  in  that  Imaedlate 
▼Iclnity  very  aooa. 

tery  truly  yours 


MWtLH 


Director 


KANSAS  CITY  STAR,  WEDNESDAY.  MARCH  30,  1938 


A  Corner  Cupboard  Made  by 

Lincoln  Is  Treasured 

Once  the  Possession  of  Josiah  Crawford  of  Indiana  It  Now  Is 
in  a  California  Museum  With  Papers  of  Identifi- 
cation as  to  Its  Origin. 


was 
closet, 


A HUNDRED  years  ago,  in  nearly  | 
every  American  home  stood  i 
a  corner  cupboard,  generally  | 
'  made  of  walnut  or  pine.  It 
a  sideboard,  china-closet,  linen 
medicine   chest   all   in  one. 
There'  is  a  famous  one  to  be  seen  in 
the  Museum  of  Art  and  Science,  Los 
Angeles.    It  was  made  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  was  hewn  from  black 
walnut.  The  history  of  this  cupboard 
is  fully  authenticated  by  sworn  affi- 
davits of  many  elderly  persons  ac- 
quainted therewith,  made  before  offi- 
cials whose  acts  were  authenticated 
by  the  secretary  of  state  in  Indiana. 
All    know    that    Lincoln's  father, 
j  Thomas  Lincoln,  was  a  carpenter  and 
cabinetmaker  and  he  taught  what  he 
knew  of  these  crafts  to  his  son. 
Close  FiiciT<1s  of  Iviucoliis. 
Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Crawford  were 
close  friends   of   the  Lincolns,  and 
after  Mrs.  Lincoln's  death  the  two 
children,  Sallie  and  Abraham,  made 
their  home  a  part  of  the  time  with 
the  Crawfords,  where  Abraham  as- 
sisted Mr.   Crawford  on   the  farm. 
Mrs.  Crawford  owned  a  small  library, 
something   rare    in    those    days  in 
pioneer  Indiana  and  young  Lincoln 
often  borrowed  her  books  and  took 
them  to  his  room  at  night,  and  to  his 
work  in  the  fields. 

One  of  the  books,  "'Weem's  Life  of 
"Washington,"  he  left  where  it  became 
damaged  by  rain,  and  we  all  have 
heard  the  tale  of  how  Abraham 
worked  to  pay  for  it.  He  afterwards 
was  given  the  book,  the  first  one  he 
lever  owned. 

1  Abraham  went  home  to  his  father, 
told  him  of  the  incident  and  asked 
his  permission  to  make  for  Mrs. 
iCrawford  a  "corner"  cupboard,  a 
Istyle  he  evidently  had  seen  else- 
where. He  had  heard  her  wish  for 
icne. 

:  Thomas  Lincoln  approved  the  sug- 
igestion  and  with  some  seasoned  wal- 
Inut  lumber,  previously  cut  with  a 
"whip-saw"  from  a  large  walnut  tree 
standing  near  their  home,  young 
Abraham  went  to  work  on  the  cup- 
iboard  which,  when  completed,  he 
(presented  to  Mrs.  Crawford. 
'  A  Valued  Possession. 

'  Years  later,  when  he  became  Presi- 
ident  of  the  United  States,  the  Craw- 


fords valued  this  cupboard  as  a  "gift 
beyond  price,"  and  upon  their  death 
it  became  the  property  of  their 
daughter,  whose  home  was  just  a 
short  distance  from  the  Lincoln  home, 
"years  later,  in  her  old  age,  she  went 
to  make  her  home  with  a  son  in 
Rockport,  the  county  seat  of  Spencer 
County,  Indiana.  To  him  she  sold 
her  precious  cupboard  and  he  had  it 
removed  to  his  home. 

In  1918,  after  his  death,  It  was  pur- 
chased from  his  estate  by  his  daugh- 
ter, the  pre.sent  owner.  In  February, 
1919,  on  the  occasion  of  the  110th 
anniversary  of  Lincoln's  death,  it  was 
shipped  by  special  request  to  the  Na- 
tional Old  Soldiers'  home  at  Sawtelle. 
Calif.   This  was  the  first  time  it  had 


Cupboard  Saib  to  Have  Been  Made 
BY  Abraham  Lincoln. 


been  taken  from  Indiana.  In  Saw- 
telle it  was  placed  on  the  stage  of 
the  government  theater  and  shown  to 
thousands  of  persons.  From  the 
soldiers'  home,  it  was  taken  to  the 
Museum  of  History,  Science  and  Art, 
Los  Angeles,  where  it  was  given  a 
place  of  honor  on  the  mezzanine  of 
the  historical  room. 

Ase  Has  Not  Marred  It. 
It    still    is    in    perfect  condition, 
stands  over  seven  feet  high,  weighs 
300  pounds,  and  is  made  of  solid  wal- 
nut.   There  are  tw.°-^ts--Q-f  nnnrs 

(four  in  all")  that  are  paneled.  A 
strip  of  handcarvlpg  runs  across  the 


front  of  the  cupboard  above  the  upper 
set  of  doors.  The  entire  front  is  put 
together  with  walnut  pegs  while  the 
back  is  fastened  with  hand-wrought, 
hand-made  nails.  It  is  all  caretully 
constructed.  The  old-fashioned  brass 
hinges  support  the  doors  and  are  well- 
made. 


The  cupboard  still  is  in  its  original 
finish,  as  when  Lincoln  gave  it  to  the 
crawfords.  Today  corner  cupboards 
are  fashioned  from  this  one  by  pei- 
sons  who  desire  replicas  of  articles  of 
i  historic  interest. 


A  Corner  (Aipboard  Made  by 

Lincoln  Is  Treasured 


Once  the  Possession  of  .Tosiah  Crawford  of  Indiana  It  Now  l« 

in  n  California  Miiscnni  Witli  Papers  of  Idcnfifi- 
r  cation  as  to  Its  Orij^in, 


r'\^  a  poiner  cupboard,  generally 
made  of  walnut  or  pine.  It 
was  a  sideboard,  china-closet,  linen 
closet,  medicine  chest  all'  in  one. 
There  Is  a  famous  one  to  be  seen  In 
the  Museum  of  Art  and  Science,  Los 
Angeles.  It  was  made  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  was  hewn  from  black 
walnut.  The  history  of  this  cupboard 
1.S  fully  authenticated  by  sworn  affi- 
davits of  many  elderly  persons  ac- 
quainted therewith,  made  before  pffi- 
cials  whose  acts  were  authenticated 
by  the  secretary  of  state  In  Indiana. 

'ah  know  that  Lincoln's  father, 
Thomas  Lincoln,  was  a  carpenter  and 
cabinetmaker  and  he  taught  what  he 
knew  of  these  crafts  to  his  son. 
Close  Fi  ioiuls  of  liineoliis. 
Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Crawford  were 
close  friends  of  the  Lincolns,  and 
after  Mrs.  Lincoln's  death  the  two 
children,  Sallie  and  Abraham,  made 
their  home  a  part  of  the  time  with 
the  Crawfords,  where  Abraham  a.*;- 
slsted  Mr.  Crawford  on  the  farm. 
Mrs.  Crawford  owned  a  small  library, 
something  rare  in  those  days  in 
pioneer  Indiana  and  young  Lincoln 
often  borrowed  her  books  and  took 
them  to  his  room  at  night,  and  to  his 
work  in  the  fields. 

One  of  the  books,  "Weem's  Life  of 
Washington,"  he  left  where  it  became 
damaged  by  rain,  and  we  all  have 
heard  the  tale  of  how  Abraham 
worked  to  pay  for  it.  He  afterwards 
was  given  the  book,  the  first  one  he 
ever  owned. 

Abraham  went  home  to  his  father, 
told  him  of  the  incident  and  asked 
his  permission  to  make  for  Mrs. 
Crawford  a  "corner"  cupboard,  a 
style  he  evidently  had  seen  else- 
where. He  had  heard  her  wish  for 
one. 

Thomas  Lincoln  approved  the  sug- 
gestion and  with  some  seasoned  wal- 
nut lumber,  previously  cut  with  a 
"whip-saw"  from  a  large  walnut  tree 
standing  near  their  home,  young 
Abraham  went  to  work  on  the  cup- 
board which,  when  completed,  he 
presented  to  Mrs.  Crawford. 

A  Valued  Possession. 

Years  later,  when  he  became  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  Craw- 


/J/ 

IIB  cup 


IIUNDRED  years  HRO.  in  nearly  j  lords  valuer!  th/B"1:upboard  a.s  a  "gift 
every  American  home  stood  i  beyond  price,"  and  upon  their  death 

It  became  the  property  of  their 
daughter,  who.se  home  was  Just  a 
short  distance  from  the  Lincoln  home. 
Years  later,  in  her  old  age,  she  went 
to  make  her  home  with  a  son  In 
Rockport,  the  county  seat  of  Spencer 
County,  Indiana.  To  him  she  sold 
her  precious  cupboard  and  he  had  It 
removed  to  his  home. 

In  1918,  after  his  death,  It  was  pur-  ^ 
cha.sed  from  his  estate  by  his  daugh- 
ter,  the  present  owner.  In  February,  I 
1919,  on  the  occasion  of  the  110th  i 
anniversary  of  Lincoln's  death,  it  was  I 
shipped  by  special  request  to  the  Na-  | 
tional  Old  Soldiers'  home  at  Sawtelle, ' 
Calif.  This  was  the  first  time  it  had 


Cupboard  Sad)  to  Have  Been  Made 
BY  Abraham  Lincoln. 


been  taken  from  Indiana.  In  Saw- 
telle it  was  placed  on  the  stage  of 
the  government  theater  and  shown  to 
thousands  of  persons.  From  the 
soldiers'  home,  it  was  taken  to  the 
Museum  of  History,  Science  and  Art, 
Los  Angeles,  where  it  was  given  a 
place  of  honor  on  the  mezzanine  of 
the  historical  room. 

Ase  Has  Xot  Maried  Tt. 
It   still   is    in   perfect  condition, 
stands  over  seven  feet  high,  weighs 
300  pounds,  and  is  made  of  solid  wal- 
nut.   There  are  two  sets  of  doors 
/(four  in  all)   that  are  paneled.  A| 
'  strip  of  handcarving  runs  across  the  | 

front  of  the  cupboard  above  the  upper 
set  of  doors.   The  entire  front  is  put 

togetheV  with  walnut  pegs,  while  the 
back  is  fastened  with  hand-wrought, 
hand-made  nails.  It  is  all  carefully 
i  constructed.  The  old-fashioned  brass 
1  hinges  support  the  doors  and  are  well- 
made. 

i  The  cupboard  still  is  in  its  origmal 
]  finish,  as  when  Lincoln  gave  it  to  the 
f  Crawfords.  Today  corner  cupboards 
I  are  fashioned  from  this  one  by  per- 
i  sons  who  desire  replicas  of  articles  of 
historic  interest. 


Know  Your  Heirlooms  By  Grace  Golden 


S  .  FOLLOWER  OF  MANY  CRAFTS. 
^  ..rpHE  craftsmen  of  old  were  re- 
t'.  sourceful  fellows.  If  one 
t .  couldn't  make  a  living  working 

0  in  a  single  medium,  they  varied 
p    it  by  adding  others.  Paul  Revere 

1  .was  more  versatile  than  most  of 
his  contemporaries,  but  among 
his  few  apprentices  there  was 
one  who  reflected  his  master's 
many-sided  characteristics-  He 
was  William  C.  Hunneman. 

At  Paul  Revere's  workbench 
Hunneman  learned  to  make  brass 
kettles,  skillets  and  bells,  copper 
warming  pans,  candlesticks  and 
teakettles,  andirons,  fire  buckets 
and  sundry  articles  of  household 
use. 

After  leaving  Revere's  shop, 
Plunneman  entered  partnership 
with  another  Boston  craftsman, 
Martin  Gay,  a  Tory  who  was  at 
one  time  banished  from  the  col- 
ony and  upon  returning,  found 
the  Whigs  felt  too  strongly  about 
the-  former  followers  of  the  King 
to  patronize,  him,  so  Gay  and 
Hunneman  parted  company. 


Brass  warming  pan  made  by  William  Hunneman. 


By  this  time  Paul  Revere  was 
receiving  so  many  orders  that  he 
could  not  fill  them  from  his  own 
shop,  so  Hunneman  profited  by 
it  and  supplied  the  bolts,  spikes, 
pumps,  and  other  apparatus  for 
the  United  States  frigate  Con- 
stitution, while  she  was  being 
built  at  Edmund  Hart's  shipyard 
in  the  north  end  of  Boston. 

But  all  business  did  not  come 
in  such  large  orders,  and  Hunne- 
man hammered  out  many  an  old 
weathercock    that    marked  the 


ANTIQUES  in  Hoosier  Homes 

By  Agnes  McCulloch  Hanna 

rpHIS  is  a  genuine  Lincoln  cor-  

ner  cabinet.  It  was  part  of 
the  Lincoln  family  equipment  and 
was  left  behind  in  Indiana  when 
the  time  came  for  the  trek  to 
Illinois.  It  was  made  from  In- 
diana walnut,  cut  on  the  site  of 
the  Lincoln  cabin,  and  now  among 
the  Lincoln  treasures  in  the  Lo- 
gan county  Courthouse  in  Green- 
field Village,  Dearborn,  Mich.  It 
is  possible  that  it  was  made  in 
the  early  days,  1816  or  1817. 
Look  at  it  carefully.  Tom  Lin- 
coln was  a  cabinetmaket.  One  rec- 
Qi;d  after  another  testifies  to  that 
fact.  He  and  Abraham,  the  gang- 
ling 10-year-old,  cleared  the  camp 
^  site  and  constructed  first  an  open 
-face  camp  and  then  the  small 
Jog  cabin  in  which  the  family 
iived  and  from  which  frail  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  was  borne  to  be 
buried  in  a  coffin  fashioned  by 
the  hands  of  her  husband  and 
son.  It  is  believed  that  this  cor- 
ner cupboard  is  the  work  of  their 
hands  for  the  convenient  care  of 
the  few  treasures  the  family 
brought  fi'om  Kentucky  or  ac- 
quired from  various  sources  after 
they  came  to  Indiana  to  live. 

The  wood  is  not  free  from 
knots,  as  a  master  cabinetmaker 
would  have  insisted.  The  boards 
are  heavy  and  the  bevelled  edges 
show  crude  shaping;  their  edges 
are  not  even.  The  grain  of  the 
wood  in  the  upper  sections  of  the 
larger  doors  is  reversed.  The 
joining  is  not  perfect.  The  skirt 
at  the  base  is  a  very  simple  piece 
of  construction  but  the  top  coi:- 
nice  shows  the  best  work  on  the 
entire  piece,  it  seems  to  me.  The 
top  has  a  shallow  curve  and  under 
it  is  set  on  the  simple  den^icu- 


or  the  products  of  the  preserving 
kettle,  and  gradually  the  charm- 
ing pieces  of  furniture  to  which 
we  point  with  such  pride,  were 
evolved. 

Spring  Mill  park  contains  many 
cupboards  of  the  same  type  as 
this  of  Tom  and  Abraham  Lin- 
coln's. Here  are  a  few  lines  from 
an  excellent  play  called  "Lincoln 
— Rough-hewn  in  Indiana"  by 
two  local  women,  collaborating 
under  the  name  of  M-  M.  Milbeck. 
They  set  forth  the  woodworking 
interests  of  the  Lincolns.  Tom 
Lincoln,  walking  with  his  wife 
Nancy  and  their  son  Abe,  through 
a  dense  Indiana  forest: 

".  .  .  Jest  lookee  at  these  hyar 
big  trees— airi't  they  purty? 
Lookee  at  that  walnut  yander — a 
regular  three-footer!  Cracky,  the 
wood  I  be  a-gettin  outen  that 
tree'U  make  yuh  a  purty  bureau." 


course  of  veering  breezes  around 
Boston. 

Among  the  articles  brass  work- 
ers wrought  were  warming  pans, 
such  as  the  one  pictured  above. 
On  a  cold  winter  night  the  moth- 
er of  every  well  ordered  house- 
hold filled  the  warming  pan  with 
live  embers  and  went  from  bed- 
room to  bedroom,  moving  the 
pan  between  the  sheets  and 
covers  to  cheer  up  the  cold  bed 
before  children  were  tucked  in 
for  the  night. 

Footwarmers  Essential. 

Another  indispensable  product 
of  smithing  in  the  early  days 
were  footwarmers.  Before  send- 
ing children  off  to  school  in  the 
family  cart  or  sleigh,  a  small 
square  box,  pierced  with  holes  to 
allow  the  warmth  from  within  to 
escape,  was  filled  with  smoking 
embers.  On  the  long  drives  Ahat 
were  often  necessary  to  g«r  chil- 
dren to  school,  their  feet  were 
kept  warm  and  indeed,  by  throw- 
ing a  robe  over  their  knees,  they 
were  quite  comfortable  even  on 
bitter  days. 

The  covered  shovel  was  another 
necessity  in  humble  homes.  When 
matches  were  scarce,  and  indeed 
unheard  of  in  many  quarters,  it 
was  frequently  necessary  to  dash 
to  a  neighbor's  to  "borrow  fire" 
if  one's  owxx  fire  were  allowed  to 
die  on  the  hearth. 

Many  of  these  commodities 
were  made  in  Boston  and  other 
cities  during  long  winter  months 
and,  with  the  advent  of  spring, 
peddlers  started  out  on  long 
jaunts,  sometimes  on  foot  or,  if 
more  prosperous,  on  horseback. 
Contrary  to  present-day  contempt 
for  vendors,  the  New  England 
housewife  of  colonial  days  wel- 
comed the  wandering  salesman. 
He  brought  to  her  door  items  she 
needed  for  her  daily  work,  yet 
which  were  not  easy  to  buy  in 
remote  districts.  He  also  brought 
news  from  the  citie.s — movements 
of  sailing  vessels  and  the  gossip 
of  the  towns.  This  was  welcome 
in  days  when  newspapers  were 
scarce  and  radios  two  centuries 
away. 
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late  ornamentation  so  often  seen. 
A  crude  button  holds  the  doors 
fast. 

These  corner  cupboards  were 
the  outgrowth  of  a  functional 
need.  The  space  between  two 
logs  on  .adjoining  walls  in  our 
early  cabins  could  and  did  sup- 
port one  or  more  shelves  made 
from  any  piece  of  board  whose 
ends  could  be  inset  more  or  less 
securely.  The  small  treasures  of 
the  family  were  placed  above 
reach  of  children  and  still  were 
within  arms'  reach  of  the  house- 
wife. Possibly  several  such 
shelves  were  contrived,  as  need 
arose  for  -  such  space.  The  next 
step  was  to  place  boards  in  front 
of  the  shelves  to  protect  the  bits 
of  china  or  even  the  special 
dainties  such  as  "boughten  sugar" 


Nancy:  "I'd  ruther  ytih'd  leave  f 
it  stand,  Tom.    It  growed  so  tall  ' 
an.  big  lak,  and  it's  got  such  purty 
leaves— they  look  jest  lak  ferns  ] 
a-wavin   in  the  sun — or — fingers  i 
a-beakonin'." 

Tom:  "Trees  air  good  fur  what  1 
can  be  did  with  'em.  B'sides  that,  - 
there  be  a-plenty  o'  trees  to  spar' 
round  these  hyar  woods  and  when 
it  cums  to  cab'net  wood,  there 
just  aint  nothin'  that  can  beat  a 
walnut  .  .  ." 

Nancy:  "Well,  husband,  I  'spose 
it  be  jest  yore  trade  what  makes 
yuh  lak  a  dead  tree  better'n  a 
livin'  one!" 

This  is  not  the  corner  cupboard 
made  for  Nancy  Hanks's  neighbor, 
Mrs.  Crawford.  Who  knows  where 
that  one  is? 


I   Lincolniana  At  Museum 

i  u  Speed  Museum  today  is  an  ex- 

I  hibit  of  the  institution's  collection  of  Lincolniana 
shown  annually  at  the  time  of  Lincoln's  Birthday' 
Because  so  httle  fuss  has  been  made  about  the  col- 
lection, far  too  few  people  realize  how  rich  it 
actually  is. 

More  than  twoscore  items,  many  of  them  rare 
ones,  are  included.  There  is  no  stovepipe  hat,  but 
the  museum  does  have  another  article  of  apparel 
for  which  Lincoln  was  famous— a  shawl  that  he 
Y^l^'  V^^^^  ^  corner  cupboard  made  by  his 
father,  Thomas  Lmcoln,  and  a  cup  and  saucer 
platter  and  sugar  bowl  that  belonged  to  the  elder 
Lincolns. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  items  is  a  reap 
hook  that  was  used  by  Lincoln  in  Kentuclcy.  Well- 
documented,  it  came  to  the  museum  through  his 
boyhood  friend,  Austin  Gollaher. 

According  to  the  affadavit  presented  with  the 
hook  to  the  museum  by  John  F.  Price  ten  years 
ago,  the  implement  was  sold  to  his  father  by  Aus- 
tin Gollaher.  That  was  before  Lincoln  was  a 
national  figure.  After  Lincoln  became  President 
Gollaher  visited  the  elder  Price  and  declared 
You  know,  it  was  Tom  Lincoln's  reap  hook  and 
Abe  has  cut  many  a  weed  with  it  when  he  lived 
on  Knob  Creek  and  if  I  had  ever  thought  that 
Abe  would  have  been  President  of  the  United 
States,  I  never  would  have  sold  it " 

One  reason  for  the  wealth  of  Lincolniana  at 
the  museum  is  the  friendship  of  Lincoln  and  the 
Speeds,  of  course.  The  collection  includes  a 
signed  photograph  given  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Frey  Speed 
in  appreciation  of  a  Bible  she  had  given  Lincoln 
during  a  visit  he  made  to  the  Speeds  in  Kentucky 
m  1841. 

James  Breckinridge  Speed,  nephew  of  the 
James  Speed  who  served  in  Lincoln's  cabinet  and 
the  Speed  in  whose  memory  the  museum  was 
built,  was  the  donor  of  the  bronze  statute  of  Lin- 
coln that  stands  in  the  capitol  at  Frankfort. 
• 

Shallenberger  Continues 

eu  "^^^  exhibit  of  Hungarian  paintings  by  Martin 
Shallenberger  at  the  River  Road  Gallery,  a  bright 
event  of  the  season,  will  be  extended  for  another 
week  Opening  next  Sunday  will  be  a  show  of 
twenty-four  watercolors  by  Paul  Craft,  Cincinnati, 
president  of  the  Ohio  Watercolor  Society  and  an 
instructor  m  the  Artists  Workshop. 


In  Speed  Museum's  collection  is  this 
cupboard  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln. 


OF  KENTUCKY  INCOM 


LINCOLN  HELPED  MAKE  CABINET 


Mrs.  Gertrude  Siiiitli  Savage,  Rockport,  stands  beside  a  cabinet 
— or  "cup-board" — wliich,  sJie  says  Abraham  Lincoln  helped  his 
father,  Thomas  Lincoln,  make  for  Aaron  and  Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby. 
»       <f       «  H       H  n 

Cabinet  Made  for  Sister 

Of  Lincoln  in  Rockport 


Mrs.  Savage  Says  Proof  Exists 
Abe  Aided  Father  in  Con- 
struction About  1820 

ROCKPORT,  Feb.  11.— (Special) 
— Lincoln's  birthday  is  of  more 
than  usual  significance  to  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Smith  Savage  of  Roclf- 
port.  She  is  a  descendant  of  the 
Brigsby  family  whicli  was  relatedi 
to  the  Lincoln  family  through  mar- 
riage of  Aaron  Grigsby  to  Sarahj 
Lincoln,  sister  of  Abraham  Lincoln.i 
Owns  Eelic  Cabinet 

And,  she  has  in  her  possession  a 
cabinet— known  in  those  days  as  a 
"cup-board"— which  she  says  she 
can  prove  was  made  by  Thomas 
Lincoln  with  the  help  of  his  son! 
Abraham. 

Tile  piece  of  furniture  is  prizecj 
highly  by  the  Savages  and  thi 
community  as  a  whole  as  being  ont 
of  the  outstanding  of  Lincolr 
relics. 


Henderson  News — 


[ 

OF  FME  yONORS 


Tops    Daniel    Boone  by 
Four  Votes;  Clark 
Rates  Third 

HENDERSON,  Ky.,  Feb.  11.— 
(Special)  —  Abraham  Lincoln  .  Is 
first  choice  of  Henderson  county 
senior  and  junior  high  school  stu- 
dents for  a  place  in  a  Kentuckians' 
hall  of  fame  to  be  set  up  in  the  old 
Capitol  at  Frankfort. 

Students  throughout  the  state  are 
voting  on  10  Kentuckians  to  be 
honored  during  the  state's  sesqui- 
centennial  celebration  next  year. 

In  this  county,  Lincoln  barely 
topped  Daniel  Boone,  with  677  votes 
to  673.  Others  in  the  first  ten  here 
are:  George  Rogers  Clark,  621; 
Henry  Clay,  598;  John  James  Audu- 
bon, 591;  Jefferson  Davis  and 
Isaac  Shelby,  first  governor  of 
Kentucky,  529;  Zachary  Taylor, 
who  made  his  home  in  Kentucky 
after  leaving  the  presidency,  364; 
John  Fitch,  builder  of  the  state's 
first  steamboat,  363;  Dr.  Ephriam 
McDowell,  surgeon,  237. 


l-ioneer  Family 

The  Grigsby  family  were  pioneerd 
in  the  territory  now  Speucer  coun4 
ty  in  the  vicinity  of  Lincoln  City 
Rheuben  Grigsby  was  the  father  ol 
Aaron.  At  the  age  of  five  years  he 
was  captured  by  Indians  and  UeW 
for  12  years. 

Mrs.  Savage  is  the  granddaughter 
of  an  own  sister  of  Aaron  Grigsby. 

The  cabinet  is  believed  to  havej 
been  made  about  1820-  Sarah  Lm-; 
coin  Grigsby  died  in  1828  at  the 
age-of  21  years^  


Cupboard  by  Lincoln 

Now  that  all  the  banks  have  celebrated 
Feb,  12  with  Open  House  Day  for  sales 
of  war  bonds,  here's  one  to  add  to  your 
Lincolniana:  Abraham  Lincoln  was  car- 
penter enough  to  fashion  a  fine  cupboard 
now  on  display  in  Cahfornia.  It  is  part  of 
the  exhibit  at  the  Museum  of  Art',  Science 
and  Music  in  Los  Angeles. 

History  of  the  cupboard  has  been  au- 
thenticated by  affidavits  sworn  before 


officials  whose  acts  were  in  turn  authen- 
ticated by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Indi- 
ana. That  Lincoln's  father  was  a  practical 
carpenter  is  well  known.  That  he  was  a 
cabinetmaker  who  schooled  his  son  in  the 
trade  isn't  always  so  well  publicized.  That 
Abraham' Lincoln  designed  and  completed 
a  lovely  cupboard,  the  corner-cupboard 
that  once  was  a  feature  of  every  old 
American  house,  is  hardly  known  at  all. 

Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Crawford  were 
neighbors  of  the  Lincolns.  After  the  death 

Honest  Abe's  mother  the'  two  children, 


Sallie  and  Abraham,  made  their  home  with 
them.  Mrs.  Crawford  had  a  number  of 
books  and  these  were  borrowed  by  young 
Lincoln  as  he  read  in  the  attic  or  even 
as  his  horse  pulled  the  plow.  One  of  the 
books,  Weems'  Life  of  Washington,  was 
damaged  by  rain;  the  tale  of  how  young 
Abe  worked  to  pay  for  it  is  traditional. 
It  was  sometime  in  this  period  that  young 
Lincoln  asked  Mrs.  Crawford  if  he  couldn't 
.  make  a  cupboard  for  her. 

Years  after,  when  Lincoln  became  Presi- 
dent, the  Crawfords  considered  their  cor- 
ner cupboard  as  one  without  price.  Upon 
their  deaths,  it  became  the  property  of 
their  daughter  who  took  it  along  when  she 
went  to  live  with  her  son  in  Rockport, 
Spencer  County,  Indiana.  In  19 19  after 
Htie  son's  death,  his  daughter  purchased 
it  mm  the  estate  and  on  the  iioth  anni- 
versary of  Lincoln's  birth,  it  was  shipped 
to  the  National  Old  Soldiers'  Home  at 
Sawtelle,  Calif.  From  there  it  went  to  the 
Los  Angeles  museum.  As  a  cupboard  It  is 
in  perfect  condition,  is  over  seven  feet 
tall,  weighs  over  300  pounds.  There  are 
two  sets  of  doors,  nicely  paneled.  The 
entire  front  is  fitted  with  walnut  pegs,  the 
back  fastened  with  wrought-iron  nails. 


Affiants ,  Sallis  Hax^  and  Maggi*  Hart,  •aoh  for  hersslf,  and 
Jointly  say  that  they  ai^  familiar  with  the  history  of  a  cherry  corner 
cupboard,  now  owned  by  Minnie  ^^atterson  of  211  North  Main  Street,  Elisabeth- 
town,  Kentucky. 

They  say  that,  according  to  the  history  of  said  cupboard,  it 
was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  while  he  resided  in  ii'lisabethtown,  Kentucky 
about  1807  or  1808. 

Affiants  say  that  they  are  daughters  of  the  late  John  Hart, 
who  moved  to  a  farm  on  Toxingers  Creek  in  Hardin  County,  a  year  or  two 
prior  to  i860;  that  Decker  Kenneday  family  then  resided  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  farm  of  their  father  and  the  two  families  became  intimately 
acquainted  with  each  other;  that  they  heard  their  father  and  mother  state 
on  several  occasions  that  the  cherry  comer  cupboard  then  in  the  possession 
of  the  Decker  Kenneday  family  was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  ^ile  he  resided 
in  Elisabethtown ;  that  Mollie  Kennedsy,  and  other  members  of  the  Decker 
Kenneday  family  have  told  affiants  that  said  cupboard  had  been  in  the 
family  for  many  years  and  was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln. 

Affiants  further  state  that  when  the  Kenneday  family  moved 
f^m  said  farm  the  said  comer  cupboard  was  left  in  the  house  which  was 
immediately  thereafter  occupied  by  John  Crawford,  who  now  resides  on  the 
Bardstown  Road  about  six  miles  north  of  Elisabeth town,  that  Minnie  Patterson 
purchased  said  cupboaixl  from  said  John  Crawford. 

This  ^th  day  of  August,  1^5 

Sallie  0.  Hart 
Maggie  C.  Hart 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  by  Sallie  Hart  and  Maggie  Hart, 
this  ^th  day  of  August,  19^5 

D,  t^,  Cogp^i: 

Motary  Public 
Hardin  County,  Kentucky 
Vty  coBsnission  expires  August  27,  19^5* 


\Vli«»  \V«s  ^Kctiy  rinrk^  »o  Un\t*  ■<  To? 

Cabinci  Sheds  Lida  On  Lincoln^ s  Life 


Hv  lion  \(;i:v 

lirritld  8Urt  Wrltrr 


\   CAHl.NKT  in 
jrwch-y  sto 


a  .Mifiiiil  HcHch 
tore  has  raised 
an  angle  on  the  life  and  loves 
of  Abraham  Llncohi. 

If  authcnlic,  tlic  antique  piece 
also  undoublcdiy  raised  a  few 
eyebrows  bacli  in  1S37. 

Lincoln,  you  may  recall — from 
bioRrapliies,  not  the  third-grade 
history  booiv— was  quite  a  young 
man  with  the  ladies.  Romance 
began  for  him,  he  is  quoted, 
wlien  as  a  lad  he  was  enrap- 
tured by,  a  little  girl  who  stopped 
with  a  'wagon  train. 

The  heart-break  of  his  life 
■was  the  death  of  Ann  Kut- 
ledge  in  1835,  at  19. 

His  engagement  to  Mary 
Owens  was  broken  in  the  spring 
of  1S38.  In  1840,  an  engagement 
to  Mary  Todd  was  broken.  After 
a  passing  affair  with  17  or  18- 
year-old  Sarah  Rickard  when  he 
was  32  and  33,  he  wound  up 
marrying  Mary  Todd  in  1842. 


LABOR  OF  LOVE? 

or  did  it  wreck  a  romance? 


But  \shcre  docs  Betty  Clark 
figure  in? 

*     ★  ★ 

HKTTV  (JLAKK  Is  the  girl  for 
whom  Lincoln,  nearing  30,  built 
tlie  cabinet  in  question— accord- 
ing to  a  plain  on  the  plain-look- 
ing piece  in  the  jeweler's  shop. 

An  interesting  point  is  that 
romantic  Abo  sftpposedly  pre- 
sented hi.s  handiwork  to  Miss 
Clark  in  the  year  1837. 

Was  Miss  Clark  perhaps  the 
reason  IVlary  Owens  broke  off 
their  engagement  soon  after? 

The  cabinet  belongs  now  to 

the  Dessy  brothers,  Charles  and 
Desire.  They're  currently  dis- 
playing it  in  their  Boca  Raton 
store,  after  moving  it  from  their 
shop  in  the  Roney  Plaza  hotel. 

Desire  said  they  picked  it  up 
in  an  auction  at  the  Interna- 
'  tional  Fine  Arts  Gallery  on  Lin- 
coln rd.  At  the  gallery,  it  was 
declared  to  be  a  long,  tedious 
job  to  trace  the  records  back 
to  the  original  authentication  of 
the  piece. 
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"Jwdqe  Armi stead  Churchill  v/as  educated  at  Transylvania 
University  at  Lexinqton,  Kentucky,  and  innediately 
opened  his  law  office  in  Elizabethtov/n,  (IBIB).    He  had 
Thomas  Lincoln,  the  father  of  Abe,  to  nake  an  office 
table  and  six  wood  botton  chairs  for  his  o-^fice.  The 
table  and  tv/o  of  the  chairs  are  still  in  possession  of 
his  descendants". 

Uho  v/as  Who  In  Hardin  County 

By  Hardin  County  Historical  Society 
Judne  Ami  stead  Churchill  H^l^ 
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THOMAS  LINCOLN'S  CORNER  CUPBOARDS 


Cabinet  making  was  one  of  Thomas  Lincoln's  sources 
of  income  and  the  production  of  corner  cupboards  seemed 
to  have  been  his  specialty.  Pertinent  facts  supporting 
the  claim  that  Thomas  Lincoln  was  a  carpenter  and 
cabinetmaker  are  to  be  found  in  Lincoln  Lore,  Number 
503,  February  6,  1939,  entitled,  "The  Elizabethtown 
Carpenter." 

Eight  Thomas  Lincoln  corner  cupboards  are  known  to 
be  extant: 

I.  The  Lincoln-Cowley-Viers-Garner  cupboard  of 
cherry  wood  owned  by  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  of 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 
II.  The  Decker-Kenneday-Crawford  cupboard  of 
cherry  wood  owned  by  Miss  Minnie  Patterson 
of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky. 

III.  The  Turnham-Johnson  cupboard  of  walnut  wood 
in  the  Evansville,  Indiana,  Public  Museum. 

IV.  The  Dever  cupboard  of  walnut  wood  bearing 
Thomas  Lincoln's  initials  and  date  of  construc- 
tion in  the  Speed  Museum  of  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky. 

V.  The  Crawford-Meece-Brown  cupboard  of  walnut 
wood  with  the  initials  "E.  C."  on  the  door  in 
the  Rockport,  Indiana  courthouse  museum. 
VI.   The  Crawf ord-Jennings-Cryderman  cupboard  of 
walnut  wood  now  in  the  Ford  Museum  of  Dear- 
born, Michigan. 
VII.  The    Reuben    Grigsby-Helverson    cupboard  of 
cherry  wood  owned  by  Mrs.  Gertrude  E.  Smith 
Savage  Helverson  of  Mount  Vernon,  Illinois. 
VIII.   The  Aaron  Grigsby-Wetherill  cupboard  of  walnut 
wood  owned  by  the  William  L.  Clements  Liorary, 
University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan. 
In  addition  to  the  eight  corner  cupboards  there  are 
several  other  pieces   of   cabinet  work   still   extant  in 
Kentucky,  Indiana  and  possibly  Illinois,  which  Thomas 
Lmcoln  is  known  to  have  constructed.  These  include 
cherry  spool  beds,  mantlepieces,  desks,  bookcases,  chests 
and  sideboards. 

The  father  of  the  sixteenth  president  was  said  to  have 
owned  one  of  the  best  sets  of  carpenter's  tools  in  Hardin 
County,  Kentucky.  This  fact  is  borne  out,  to  some  extent, 
by  Thomas'  purchases  at  the  Bleakley  and  Montgomery 
Store  in  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky.  On  August  1,  1804  he 
purchased  "1  casteel  saw"  for  which  he  paid  the  sum  of 
eighteen  shillings  (one  shilling  was  then  worth  about 
tvyenty  cents).  At  another  time  during  the  year  1804 
Lmcoln  bought  one  plane  bit  (one  shilling  and  sixpence) 
and  one  file  at  the  same  price.  In  February,  1805  Lincoln 
purchased  a  saw  for  nine  shillings  and  another  file.  At 
ihomas  Mc  Intire's  sale  in  1807  Jie  bought  an  old  sword 
Which  he  may  have  converted  into  a  drawing  knife.  Other 
fjleakley  and  Montgomery  ledger  records  indicate  that 
^ms  Elizabethtown  cabinetmaker  purchased  sandpaper, 
screws  and  a  gimlet. 

.  Unlike  most  pioneer  cabinetmakers  Thomas  Lincoln 
ad  some  artistic  idiosyncrasies.  He  was  particularly  fond 

,  t  an  inlaid  pattern  known  as  "star  and  streamer"  and 
I  also  employed  the  "hole  and  tooth"  design  on  some 

an  cupboards.  While  cabinetmakers  would  invariably 
Pply  their  inlays  to  the  cabinet  proper,  Tom  Lincoln, 
^^Pt  in  one  instance,   attached  inlaid   strips  to  the 


The  Lincoln-Cowley-Viers-Garner  corner  cupboard  owned 
by  R.  Gerald  McMurtry  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

cupboard  facings.  In  fact,  this  idiosyncrasy  in  some  cases 
has  enabled  collectors  to  identify  the  work  of  this  pioneer 
cabinetmaker. 

Inlaid  strips  of  the  "star  and  streamer"  design  appear 
on  the  cupboards  designated  I,  II,  (with  distinct  varia- 
tions), III  and  V  (not  on  strips  but  on  the  jamb  facings). 
The  "hole  and  tooth"  design  appears  on  cupboards  I, 
II,  III,  V,  and  VI.  So  far  as  this  writer  knows,  and  an 
extensive  search  has  been  made,  only  Thomas  Lincoln  of 
all  the  pioneer  cabinetmakers,  attached  the  inlaid  strips 
to  his  corner  cupboard  facings.  Perhaps,  a  cabinetmaker's 
skill  can  best  be  determined  by  his  inlay  and  if  this  is 
the  case,  Thomas  Lincoln  excelled  in  his  profession. 

Several  of  Thomas  Lincoln's  corner  cupboards  have 
been  carefully  examined  to  determine  the  degree  of  his 
workmanship.  While  all  of  the  cupboards  examined  reveal 
the  use  of  pioneer  tools,  which  precludes  rough  details 
in  the  interior  of  the  cabinets,  the  exteriors  of  the 
products  are  finely  wrought.  Thomas  Lincoln  used  no 
nails  (except  the  Crawford-Jennings-Cryderman  cupboard 
is  said  to  have  in  its  interior  construction  handmade 
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wroiiK'lit-iron  jiailH)  in  his  fuiriiture  and  his  uho  of 
wooden  pcj^n  added  to  the  attiactivencaa  of  these  his^ 
loric  ;iHl,i(iu(;s. 


The  Decker  Kenneday-Crawford  corner  cupboard  owned 
by  Miss  Minnie  Patterson  of  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky. 


I 


There  is  a  remote  possibility  that  the  Lincoln-Cowley^ 
Vieis-darner  eu|)l)oar(|  of  clieiiy  wood  was  used  in  the 
Lincoln  iiousehoid.  Wiiile  iiflidavits  must  be;  taken  for 
what  they  aic  worth,  tlicre  is  a  tradition  |)rof)erly  iiotar- 
i'/.ed  tliat  the  I,incoiii's  owned  tiiis  cupboard  wliile  lesidinj/ 
at  Knob  (Ireek   (now  Larue  Oounty)   in  Kentucky. 

legend  persists  in  tlie  Mill  (Jreek  (Hardin  (^(junty) 
country  that  the  IJncolns  traveled  to  hidiana  in  the 
late  fall  of  IHHj  by  horse  and  waf<(m.  Knroute  to  Lidiana 
by  way  of  Mill  (Iic'ck,  wiiile  fording'  one  of  the  swollen 
streams,  the  cujiboaid  to[)i)led  out  of  the  watjon  into 
the  cic(!k  and  was  abandoned.  After  the  Mood  subsided 
the  cupboard  was  taken  from  the  creek  anti  )j(;carne  the 
I)roperly  (>[  Joiin  T.  Cowl(!y.  Lat(!r  the  cupijoard  was 
sold  at  the  Cowley  sale  to  Mrs.  Martha  Vi(-rs  for  fifty 
cents.  Mrs.  Viers  ihitn  Kuva  the  piece  of  furniture  to 
Mrs.  Amos  Carrier,  and  it  was  from  Mrs.  (Jarner  that 
the  writer  purchased  this  anti()ue  on  Auj^ust  23,  1!3.'{8. 

This  cupboard  is  beautifully  constructed.  The  interior 
is  made  of  wide  poplar  boards  and  the  front  is  skillfully 
decorated  with  the  "hole  and  tooth"  inlay  as  well  as 
the  strips  with  the  "star  and  streamer"  design. 

II 

The  Decker-Kenneday-Crawford  cupboard  of  cherry 
wood  is  owned  by  Miss  Minnie  Patterson  of  P]lizabeth- 
town,  Kentucky.  The  history  of  this  cupboard  reveals 
that  it  was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  while  he  resided 
in  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky,  about  1807  or  1808  (these 
dates  appear  in  the  affidavit).  The  affidavit  dated  Auj^ust 
4,  1945  and  signed  by  Misses  Sallie  G.  Hart  and  Maggie 
C.  Hart  follows  in  part: 

"Affiants  say  that  they  are  daughters  of  the  late 
John  Hart,  who  moved  to  a  farm  on  Youngers  Creek 
in  Hardin  County,  a  year  or  two  prior  to  1860;  that 
the  Decker  Kenneday  family  then  resided  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  farm  of  their  father  and 
the  two  families  became  intimately  acquainted  with 
each  other;  that  they  heard  their  father  and  mother 
state   on   several  occasions   that  the  cherry  comer 


I 


The  Turnham-Johnson  corner  cupboard  owned  by  the 
Evansville  Public  Museum. 


The  Dever  corner  cupboard  owned  by  The  J.  B.  Speed 
Memorial  Museum  of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
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The  initials  of  Thomas  Lincoln  along  with  the  date 

of  construction  of  the  Dever  corner  cupboard  owned 
by  The  J.  B.  Speed  Memorial  Museum  of  Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

'  J   cupboard  then  in  the  possession  of  the  Decker  Kenne- 
'    day  family  was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  while  he 
i.   resided  in  Elizabeth  town;  that  Mollie  Kenneday,  and 
other  members  of  the  Decker  Kenneday  family  have 
told  affiants  that  said  cupboard  had  been  in  the  family 
for  many  years  and  was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln. 
"Affiants  further  state  that  when  the  Kenneday  family 
moved  from  said  farm  the  said  corner  cupboard  was  left 
in  the  house  which  was  immediately  thereafter  occupied 
by  John  Crawford,  who  now  resides  on  the  Bardstown 
Road  about  six  miles  north  of  Elizabethtown,  that 
Minnie  Patterson  purchased  said  cupboard  from  said 
John  Crawford." 
This  cupboard  has  been  beautifully  refinished  and  in 
its  decoration  Thomas  Lincoln  embodied  an  interesting 
carved  design  across  the  top  front  and  sides.  Again,  in 
the  construction  of  this  cupboard  he  employed  the  strips 
on  the  jamb  facings,  although  they  were  carved  instead 
of  inlaid.  However,  he  did  use  at  the  top  of  the  strips 
a  variation  of  the  "star"  inlay.  Two  drawers  add  to  the 
attractiveness  of  this  cupboard. 

Ill 

The  Turnham-Johnson  cupboard  of  walnut  wood  in  the 
Evansville,  Indiana,  Public  Museum  is  almost  identical 
in  construction  to  the  Lincoln-Cowley- Viers-Garner  cup- 
board. Both  cabinets  have  the  identical  inlaid  designs. 
This  cupboard  was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  for  David 
Turnham,  who  always  insisted  that  young  Abraham 
helped  in  its  construction. 

According  to  relatives  of  Turnham  the  walnut  lumber 
used  in  the  construction  of  this  cupboard  was  cut  on 
the  Turnham  farm.  This  cupboard  was  never  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  Turnham  family  until  it  was  placed  in 
the  Evansville  Public  Museum. 

IV 

The  Dever  cupboard  of  walnut  in  the  Speed  Museum  of 
Louisville,  Kentucky  is  perhaps  the  best  identified  of  all 
of  Thomas  Lincoln's  cabinet  work.  This  cupboard  bears 
Thomas  Lincoln's  initials  and  the  date  of  its  construction. 
It  was  secured  for  the  J.  B.  Speed  Memorial  Museum 
from  J.  0.  Dever  of  Summit,  Hardin  County,  Kentucky, 
whose  family  owned  it  over  a  century.  Four  affidavits 
certify  its  authenticity,  and  the  fact  that  Dever's  grand- 
father came  into  possession  of  it  in  1830. 

The  black  walnut  wood  is  put  together  with  pegs.  Both 
the  main  portion  above  and  the  hutch  below  have  double 
doors  (which  is  true  of  all  the  eight  cupboards)  and  the 
doors  are  panelled.  On  this  cupboard  a  line  decoration 
extends  across  the  top  and  down  either  side  of  the 


upper  portion.  Inside  the  upper  part  of  the  cabinet  the 
initials  T.  L.  and  the  date  1814  are  carved. 

V 

The  Crawford-Meece-Brown  cupboard  of  walnut  wood 
with  the  initials  "E.  C."  (Elizabeth  Crawford)  on  the 
door  is  in  the  Rockport,  Indiana  courthouse  museum. 
This  cupboard  was  first  described  by  Ida  M.  Tarbell  in 
an  article  entitled  "Lincoln's  Second  Mother,"  The  Boston 
Globe,  April  22,  1923.  The  same  statement  also  appeared 
in  Miss  Tarbell's  "In  The  Footsteps  Of  The  Lincolns," 
Harper  &  Brothers,  1924,  pages  132-133. 

This  cupboard  was  first  exhibited  in  1921  when  Charles 
Brown  placed  it  in  the  Rockport  courthouse.  He  pur- 
chased it  from  a  Mrs.  Meece,  a  granddaughter  of  Josiah 
Crawford,  and  was  informed  that  the  cupboard  was 
the  work  of  Thomas  Lincoln.  While  there  is  some  con- 
fusion in  regard  to  the  authenticity  of  this  cupboard 
(Thomas  Summers  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Crawford  may  have 
assisted  Thomas  Lincoln  in  its  construction)  it  has  all 
the  earmarks  of  the  president's  father's  handiwork. 
The  "streamer"  inlay  falls  directly  below  the  "star 
and  the  design,  unlike  the  others,  is  directly  on  the  door 
jambs  and  not  on  strips.  The  "hole  and  tooth"  design 
appears  on  the  top  cornice. 

VI 

The  Crawford-Jennings-Cryderman  cupboard  of  walnut 
wood  has  received  wide  publicity.  Unfortunately  the 
cabinet  work  has  often  been  erroneously  identified  as 
that  of  Abraham  Lincoln's.  Apparently  the  cupboard 
was  made  by  Thomas  Lincoln  for  Josiah  and  Elizabeth 
Crawford.  Upon  the  death  of  the  Crawfords  the  cupboard 
became  the  property  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Ruth  Craw- 
ford Jennings,  Spencer  County,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Jennings 
sold  the  cupboard  to  her  son,  Samuel  Hatzel  Jennings  of 
Rockport,  Indiana.  In  1918  the  cupboard  was  purchased 
from  the  Jenning's  estate  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Maude 
Jennings  Cryderman,  a  great-granddaughter  of  Josiah 
and  Elizabeth  Cravvrford. 

In  February  1919,  on  the  occasion  of  President  Lincoln's 
110th  birthday  anniversary,  the  cupboard  was  shipped 
by  special  request  to  the  National  Old  Soldiers  Home  at 
Satelle,  California.  From  the  Old  Soldiers  Home,  where 


The  Crawford-Jennings-Cryderman  comer  cupboard 
owned  by  The  Edison  Institute  of  Dearborn,  Michigan. 
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il  wiiH  cxlii^itt'd,  tho  c'upboiird  was  setit  to  I,<),s  AiiKele.s 
iiiul  placed  on  fxliihitioii  in  ihi:  llisloriciil  Ilooin  of  thu 
Miiscuiii  of  History,  Sciciico  aiul  Art.  ,    ,    ,.  , 

'I'lu"  cuplxiui-d  is  (k'scril)fd  as  liciiiK  innd(!  of  solid 
native  walmil."  "II  stands  seven  feet  hijch  and  wc'i>,'hs 
over  three  liundred  pounds  .  .  .  There  are  two  sets  of 
doors  (four  in  all)  whieh  are  nicely  panelled  and  tliere 
is  a  strip  of  hand  carving'  (hole  with  tooth  uday)  across 
the  front  of  the  cupboard  above  the  upper  set  of  doors. 
The  entire  fiont  is  put  together  with  walnut  i)eKS  whih; 
the  back  is  fastened  with  hand-made  wrouKht-iron  nails. 
Old  fashioiK-d  brass  hint^cs  supi>ort  tlu'  doors."  AloiiK' 
the  upper  sides  of  the  cupboard  is  some  handsome  carvinj,' 
which  Krcatly  enhance  the  beauty  of  this  piece  of  fiirni- 

'"'rhis  cupboaid  is  now  permanently  exhibited  in  thu 
Edison  Institute  at  Dearborn,  Michitran.  While  Ford 
representatives  have  not  disclosed  the  jiurchase  price 
(purchased  in  VXV2.  or  1933)  the  fijjure  mentioned  most 
often  is  $25,000. 

VII 

The  Reuben  GriKsby-Helvcrson  corner  cupboard  of 
cherry  wood,  with  only  a  cornice  decoration,  is  owned  by 
Mrs.  Certrude  E.  (Smith)  Savage  Ilelverson  of  Mount 
Vernon,  Illinois.  Her  son,  writing  from  Mount  Vernon, 
Illinois,' on  October  5,  1945  made  the  following  statement: 
"My  mother's  grandmother  was  a  sister  to  Aaron  Grigsby 
who  of  course,  married  Sarah  Lincoln.  Thomas  Lincoln 
worked  for  Reuben  Grigsby,  father  of  Aaron,  and  during 
this  period  constructed  two  corner  cupboards.  One  of 
these  was  given  to  Sarah  Lincoln  and  Aaron  Gngsby  to 
start  housekeeping  ...  The  other  was  for  the  use  of 
Reuben  Grigsby  and  his  family,  which  cupboard  has  been 
handed  down  until  now  my  mother  has  it  in  her 
possession. 

"We  have  affidavits  to  this  effect  from  persons  most 
likely  to  know  in  the  area  of  Spencer  County,  Indiana, 
where  Abraham  Lincoln  spent  his  boyhood.  These  affiants 
are  nine  in  number  (in  1960  eleven  affidavits  are  intro- 
duced as  evidence)  and  they  range  in  age  from  50  to  78, 
the  majority  being  in  the  neighborhood  of  70  years  of 
age.  In  addition,  my  mother  has  prepared  a  separate 
affidavit  setting  the  facts  out  as  she  knows  them." 

The  cabinet  is-  described  as  being  "constructed  in 
Spencer  County,  Indiana,  and  is  approximately  seven 
feet  in  height  and  has  a  triangular  back  which  will  allow 
it  to  fit  into  any  corner,  as  was  common  in  the  times  in 
which  it  was  built."  In  August  1960  the  cupboard  was 
still  available  for  sale  at  the  price  of  $10,000  which  the 
owner  believed  to  be  reasonable  for  a  relic  so  valuable. 

VIII 

The  Aaron  Grigsby-Wetherill  corner  cupboard  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  William  L.  Clements  Library,  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  This  is  the 
cupboard  mentioned  in  the  Helverson  statement  (No. 
VII)  The  provenance  of  this  cupboard  reveals  that  it 
passed  from  Aaron  Grigsby  to  R.  D.  Wetherill,  a  son-in- 
law,  and  in  turn  to  his  son,  George  Wetherill.  It  was 
purchased  from  George  of  Boonville,  Indiana,  in  1931  or 
1932  by  an  antique  dealer.  After  the  death  of  the  an- 
tique dealer  (name  unknown)  the  cupboard  was  acquired 
by  an  Ann  Arbor  man  who  gave  it  to  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  1949  and  it  was  moved  to  the  Clements 
Librsry 

The  cupboard  is  made  of  walnut  wood.  The  workman- 
ship is  rather  crude  and  it  is  in  poor  condition.  It  is 
without  trim  and  has  two  solid  doors  above,  a  single 
drawer,  and  two  smaller  drawers  below.  This  construction 
may  have  been  the  result  of  a  special  request  by  either 
Aaron  or  Sarah  Grigsby.  No  photographs  of  this  cupboard 
are  obtainable,  and  a  minute  description  of  its  charac- 
teristics is  not  available. 


LINCOLN  LORE  SUBSCRIBERS 

Many  of  you  have  notified  the  Lincoln  National  Life 
Foundation  to  retain  your  name  on  the  subscription 
list.  If  you  have  not  returned  the  reply  card  which  was 
mailed  with  the  December  1960  issue,  please  do  so  at 
once  if  you  wish  to  continue  to  receive  this  monthly 

bulletin.  „  ^ 

R.  G.  M. 
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COMMACJKU,  IIENKY  STEELE  I'JGO-.'-,!) 

The  (;rcat/I'roclamatiori/A  Hook  for  Young  American;; 
/by/ Henry  Steele  (;otninag(;r/'rhe  Hobbs-Merrill  Com- 
pany, Inc. /A  Subsidiary  <jf  Il(;ward  W.  Sams  &  (Jo.,  Inc./ 
Publishers.  Indianapolis.  New  York.  k 

Hook.  <!lolh,  6"  X  y'/i".  112  pp.,  fr.,  illuH.,  pri<:f  $2.«r,.  "\ 


DORRLS,  JONATHAN  T.  19f,0-GO 
The  Treatment  of  (Jonfederates/by  Lincoln,  Johnson 
and/Congress,  18Gl-1898/by  .Jonathan  T.  Dorris/ Reprint- 
ed from  three  numbers  of  the  Lincoln  Herald,  19,''j9-f;0/ 
edited  by  Dr.  Wayne  C.  Temple  of  Lincoln  Memorial 
University/ (Cover  title). 

I'limphlpt,  iiJiper,  7"  x  10".  Z2  pp. 

HAYES,  MELVIN  L.  1960-61 

Mr.  Lincoln/Runs  for  President/To  The  Polls  Ye  Sons 
Of  Freedom/by  Melvin  L.  Hayes/The  Citadel  Press,  New 
York. 

Hook,  cloth,  r,^//'  X  8V2".  352  pp..  illus.,  price  $5.00. 

UNITED  STATES  LINCOLN 

SESQUICENTENNIAL  COMMISSION  1960-62 

Abraham  Lincoln/ Sesquicentennial/ 1959-1960/ (seal)/ 
Final  Report/of  the/Lincoln  Sesquicentennial  Commis- 
sion/Washington, D.  C. 

Book,  cloth,  6"  X  9'/4".  xvi  p.,  193  pp.,  fr.,  illus. 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS  1960-63 
The  Library  of  Congress.  Presidents'  Papers  Index 
Series/Index  to  the  Abraham  Lincoln/Papers/ (seal) / 
Manuscript  Division.  Reference  Department/ Library  of 
Congress/Washington  1960. 

Book,  paper,  9"  x  IIV2".  x  p.,  124  pp.  Superintendent  of  Documenta, 
U.  S.   Govt.  PiintiiiK  Office,  Washington,  D.   C.,  price  ?1.UU. 

McCLURE,  STANLEY  1960-64 

The/Lincoln  Museum/and  the/House  Where  Lincoln 
Died/Washington,  D.  C./by  Stanley  W.  McClure/ (draw- 
ing showing  axe  splitting  log) /National  Park  Service 
Historical  Handbook  Series  No.  2/ Washington,  D.  C, 
1949/ (Revised  1960).  . 

Pamphlet,  flexible  boards,  6"  x  9",  42  pp.,  fr.,  illus.,  price  25f. 

NEWMAN,  RALPH  G.  1960-65 

Lincoln/For/The  Ages/Edited  and  with  an  Introduc- 
tion by/Ralph  G.  Newman /Foreword  by  David  C.  Mearns/ 
Doubleday  &  Company,  Inc.,  Garden  City,  New  York/ 

Book!'  cloth,  6V2"  X  91/2".  519  pp.  525  copies  specially  bound,  boxed 
and  signed.  200  for  sale,  price  $10.00. 

NEWMAN,  RALPH  G.  1960-65a 
Lincoln /For  The  Ages /Edited  and  with  an  Introduc- 
tion by/ Ralph  G.  Newman /Foreword  by  David  C.  Mearns/ 
Doubleday  &  Company,  Inc.,  Garden  City,  New  York/ 
1960. 

Book,  cloth,  eVi"  X  91/2".  519  pp.,  regular  edition. 

STERN,  PHILIP  VAN  DOREN  1960-66 

Abraham  Lincoln /A  biography  in  Pictures/ (Lincoln 
Memorial  interior  view) /by  Philip  Van  Doren  btern/ 

p2^phlet,*piper,  5"  x  81/4".  15  pp.,  illus.  Copyright  1960  by  Birk  ^ 
Co.,  Inc.,  Publishers,  3  E.  57th  St.,  New  York  19,  N.  Y.  f| 

TEMPLE,  WAYNE  C.  1960-67 

Lincoln's  Marriage  Ceremony/Edited  by/Wayne  G. 
Temple,  Ph.D. /Director/ Department  of  Lmcolniana/ 
Lincoln  Memorial  University/Limited  Edition  Publistiea 
for  the  Members  of  the /National  Lincoln-Civil  war 
Council/Lincoln  Memorial  University  Press /Harrogate, 
Tennessee/1960/ (Cover  title). 

Pamphlet,  paper,  6"  x  9",  7  pp.,  Limited  to  250  copies. 


This  Corner  of  the  Lincoln  Boyhood  Cabin  Includes  an  Exact  keproduetion  of  One  of  the  Seven  Corner  Cupboards 
Thus  Far  Positively  Identified  as  the  Cabinetwork  of  Thomas  Lincoln.  The  Carved  and  Inlaid  Dentil  in  the  Cornice 
and  Star-and-Streamer  Decorations  (in  Fluted  Strips  Attached  to  the  Cupboard  Facings)  Were  His  "Trademarks." 
Sometimes  the  Symbolic  Star  Was  Inlaid.  The  Thomas  Lincoln  Cabinets  Invariably  Had   Panelled  Double  Doors 

Above  and  Also  for  the  Hutch  Below. 


Nai)cy  (Thompson).  Nancy,  in  turn, 
was  to  name  her  first  child  Sarah 
(Lincoln). 

The  original  logs  of  Captain  Lin- 
coln's cabin  were  used  in  a  recon- 
struction which  is  now  the  feature  of 
Lincoln  Homestead  State  Park,  on 
Kentucky  State  Highway  528  six 
(rules  North  of  Springfield.  It  is  an 
essential  link  in  the  modern  visual 
presentation  of  the  Lincoln  Story. 

And  the  cabin  in  which  Thomas 
and  Nancy  were  married  was  moved 
in  1911  to  the  Old  Fort  Hill  grounds 
of  the  Harrodsburg  Historical  Society. 
It  is  now  just  inside  the  Warrick 
Street  entrance  to  the  restored  Fort 
Harrod,  in  downtown  Harrodsburg. 
This  area,  operated  as  Pioneer  Memo- 
rial State  Park,  also  includes  very  in- 


teresting reproductions  of  the  Fort 
Harrod  Stockade  and  its  buiUlings, 
as  well  as  of  the  first  schoolroom  in 
Kentucky.  The  Stockade  also  sur- 
rounds the  first  community  burying- 
ground  West  of  the  Mountains,  the 
Mansion  Museum  filled  with  pioneer 
antiques  and  artifacts,  and  a  marble 
memorial  to  George  Rogers  Clark. 
[See  Outdoor  Indiana,  September, 
1969.] 

On  June  12,  1931 — which  was  the 
125th  anniversary  of  the  Lincoln  mar- 
riage— the  dedication  was  held  at 
Pioneer  Memorial  State  Park  of  the 
Lincoln  Marriage  Temple.  It  is  a 
handsome  cruciform  structure  of 
handmade  red  brick,  laid  in  Flemish 
bond,  in  the  design  of  the  old  Lulbe- 
grud  Baptist  Church  built  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  Kentucky,  in  1799. 


It  has  12  angles,  representing  the  12 
Apostles.  And  directly  under  the 
Temple's  center  is  the  Lincoln  mar- 
riage cabin  moved  originally  from 
Beechland. 

This  shrine  was  made  possible  by 
the  generosity  of  Mrs.  Edmund  Burke 
Ball  (Bertha  Crosley  Ball),  of  Mun- 
cie,  Indiana.  Her  philanthropies  in- 
cluded many  such  historic  restora- 
tions in  several  states. 

Thomas  and  Nancy  Lincoln  set  up 
housekeeping  in  a  back-street  cottage 
at  Elizabethtown  and  he  kept  busy 
with  his  cabinet  making..  Daughter 
Sarah  was  bom  there  in  1807. 

A  year  and  a  half  later,  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  1808,  Tom  and  Nancy  bought 
from  Isaac  Bush  for  $200  cash  and 
also  credit  a  3  48 -acre  farm  South  of 
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July  8,  1977 


Mr.  David  Warren 

7317  Chesterfield  Road 

Crystal  Lake,' XL  60OII+ 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

Thank  you  for  your  informative  letter  and  the  copies  of  your 
interesting  articles.    I  have  -written  to  our  museum  designer  to  adk 
him  for  his  drawings  of  the  Thomas  Lincoln  Corner  cupboard.  0\ir 
files  on  Lincoln-related  furniture  are  rather  thick  and  too  large, 
I  think,  to  copy  completely.    Are  there  certain  kinds  of  furniture 
thfet  are  of  more  interest  than  others?    Of  course,  what  we  have  in 
the  file  are  usually  newspaper  references  to  the  existence  of  some 
piece  or  other,  not  detailed  drawings.    Anykow,  let  us  know  your 
wishes  a  bit  more  precisely,  if  you  can.    I  shall  be  writing  you 
in  any  event  as  soon  as  I  hear  from  our  designer. 

Yoiirs  truly. 


MEN/slm 


Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr. 


DAVID  WARREN 

7317  CHESTERFIELD  ROAD 

CRYSTAL  LAKE,  ILLINOIS  S0014 

(815)  459-6255 

June  20,  1977 

Dr.  Mark  Neely,  Director 

Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  Museum 
Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
1301  South  Harrison  Street 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46802 

Dear  Dr.  Neely, 

Confirming  our  conversation,  I'm  a  freelance  writer  in  the 
do-it-yourself  field  specializing  in  antique  furniture  reproductions 
and  tool  technique  articles.    I've  sold  POPULAR  MECHANICS, 
POPULAR  SCIENCE,  MECHANIX  ILLUSTRATED,  WORKBENCH, 
FAMILY  CIRCLE,  SPHERE,  AND  WOMAN'S  DAY  magazines. 

I'm  preparing  a  book  that  will  describe  as  many  of  the  known 
Lincoln  furniture  pieces  as  possible.    It's  my  intention  to  include 
all  pieces  that  were  owned  by  Lincoln  or  very  closely  associated 
to  him.    The  presentation  for  each  piece  of  furniture  will  include 
construction  drawings  and  hints  to  enable  do-it-yourself  woodworkers 
to  reproduce  it.    Enclosed  are  copies  of  two  of  my  articles  on 
Lincoln  furniture  as  examples. 

The  primary  audience  I  want  to  reach  are  the  millions  of  amateur 
do-it-yourselfers,  like  myself,  throughout  the  land  who  would  like  to 
reproduce  original  pieces  of  Lincoln's  furniture  for  their  homes. 

Secondary  audiences  might  include  students  of  furniture  design 
and  interior  designers  who  want  a  reference  of  the  furniture  for  the 
period  and  locality.    Other  readers  would  include  Lincoln  scholars 
who  want  to  know  about  his  furniture,  and  industrial  arts  teachers 
looking  for  projects  for  their  students. 

Also,  in  the  event  of  a  disaster  to  one  or  more  of  the  pieces,  the 
drawings  to  make  a  replica  would  be  some  consolation.    It  would  be 
good  that  the  pieces  could  be  reproduced  from  this  published  record. 

Mr.  James  T.  Hickey,  Curator  of  the  Lincoln  Collecti  on  in 
Springfield,  Illinois,  has  been  of  great  help  by  permitting  me  to 
photograph  and  measure  the  many  Lincoln  relics  at  the  old  State 
Capitol. 


D  r.    Ma  i-k  Nit  ly 
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Mr.   Albt  tL  W.   Jianlon,  Jr.  ,  wSupe rintenden L  of  the  Lincoln  Home 
National  Historic  Site,  has  agreed  to  allow  me  to  photograph  and 
measure  each  of  the  original  furniture  pieces  in  the  Home. 

Mr.  James  E.  Mooney,  Director  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Zywicki  at  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society  have  also  consented  to  let  me  photograph  and  measure  their 
important  collections  of  Lincoln  furniture  relics. 

I  am  pleased  that  we  can  work  together  to  produce  a  photo  and 
drawing  of  the  corner  cupboard  that  Lincoln's  father  made.  It 
would  be  very  helpful  if  you  have  anything  in  your  files  that  would 
lead  me  to  any  other  original  Lincoln  furniture  in  private  or  public 
collections  I  haven't  already  mentioned. 


Sincerely , 


STUDY  OF  LINCOLN 

Plaster  Cast  from  the  1860  Original  Sculpture 

LEONARD  WELLS  VOLK  (1828-1895) 
American 

Gift  of  St.  John's  Evangelical  Church's 
Lincoln  Bible  Class, 

A.  G.  Hahn,  Leader  ( 
1929.10 


CORNER  CUPBOARD 

Cherry  with  White  Maple  Inlay 

THOMAS  LINCOLN,  Maker  (ca.  1820) 
Spencer  County,  Indiana 

Thomas  Lincoln  (1778-1851),  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  a  cabinet  maker  by 
trade.  He  moved  his  young  family  to  Indiana  in  1816  and  settled  in  what  was  to 
become  Spencer  County.  Lincoln  made  this  cupboard  for  the  Turnham  family. 

The  cupboard,  held  together  with  wooden  pegs,  is  said  to  have  been  made  from 
wood  cut  from  the  Turnham  farm.  The  inlays  form  a  "star  and  streamer"  design 
and  the  cap  has  a  "hole  and  tooth"  pattern. 

Museum  Purchase  from  the  Turnham  Estate 
and  Ninna  Turnham  Johnson, 
Spencer  County,  Indiana 
1927.1657 


CABINET 


Whipsawed  Walnut  and  Poplar 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  Maker-1825 
Spencer  County,  Indiana 


lulKina  Siak-  Museum 
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Lincoln  Cupboard 


Museums  have  become  warehouses  for  myths 
and  legends,  and  the  Indiana  State  Museum  is 
no  exception.  A  significant  part  of  Lincolniana 
on  display  in  the  museum  is  the  corner 
cupboard  attributed  to  Thomas  Lincoln, 
Abraham's  father.  It  was  purportedly 
constructed  in  Spencer  County  between  1816 
and  1830 

The  Indiana  State  Museum  Society,  the 
precursor  to  the  Indiana  State  Museum 
Foundation,  purchased  the  cupboard  in  1979 
for  $1 5,000.  At  the  time,  it  was  one  of  fewer 
than  ten  cupboards  known  to  exist.  Other 
examples  are  in  the  collections  of  the  Henry 
Ford  Museum,  the  Speed  Museum  of  Art,  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum  in 
Tennessee  and  the  Evansville  Museum. 

Our  corner  cupboard  was  acquired  from  the 

direct  descendants  of  Mr.  John  Richardson  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Castleman 
Richardson.  The  Richardson  farm  adjoined  the  Lincoln  farm.  It  has  been  said  that 
Lincoln's  father  made  the  cupboard  for  the  Richardson  family  who  presented  it  to 
their  daughter,  Nancy  Richardson  Beard,  on  the  occasion  of  her  marriage. 

Various  stories  and  folklore  have  followed  this  piece  throughout  its  history.  Some 
contest  that  Abe  made  the  cupboard  with  only  his  father's  guidance,  while  others 
say  that  the  two  constructed  it  together.  Many  continue  to  feel  that  Thomas 
Lincoln,  a  carpenter  by  trade,  built  it  himself.  To  date,  experts  disagree  as  to 
whether  or  not  either  had  any  role  in  the  history  of  this  piece.  However,  most  seem 
to  agree  with  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr.,  former  director  of  the  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln 
Library  and  Museum  in  Fort  Wayne,  who  wrote,  "I  would  say  that  you  have  about 
as  much  as  the  hardscrabble  frontier  ever  leaves  behind  in  the  way  of  proof  in 
these  matters. " 

Indeed,  there  are  countless  sworn  affidavits  and  personal  accounts  on  file  that,  if 
nothing  else,  definitively  establish  the  connection  between  the  piece  and  the 
Lincolns'  neighbors,  the  Richardson  family. 


http://www.in.gov/ism/prmtpreview.aspx7pag  lKey-987 
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ARMOIRE 


^^'^A^f^ffF^^yj^^^^  *°ys-  O^^''^"  dimensions:  48"  tall,  45"  wide  17"  deeo 

CANADIAN  WORKSHOP  Man 990  (v.13#6)pg.  28  wiae,  17  deep. 

Pine  solutions.  Armolre/multipurpose  entertainment  unit  (39"x20"x72"  hiahi  Lower 
compartment  has  an  adjustable  shelf  and  an  8"-deep  drawer  behind  a  pair  of  frame-and-panel 
doors.  Upper  compartment  has  doors  that  slide  back  into  the  compartment  a  base 
that  swivels  and  two  upper  shelves  (one  fixed  and  one  adjustable)  for  thrvCR  ^ 

CANADIAN  WORKSHOP  Jul  1993  (v.  16#10)  pg.  22  ^^"^  VCR. 

How  to  decorate  an  unfinished  armoire  with  a  fake  "burled  wood"  finish 

FAMILY  CIRCLE  Feb  3  1978  (v.91#2)  pg.  91,  98 

^'TJtf/'v  r'^o^?i'^.'^*^^         ^''^'^'"9       ^f^®^*"^       P*"e  boards. 

FAMILY  CIRCLE  Aug  21  1984  (v.97#12)  pg.  105 

anTZe!^!!^'^^^^  "'"'^'^  ^'^^^  ^"^  skirt  closets 

FAMILY  HANDYMAN  #89  Dec  1965  (v.  15#6)  pg.  58 

~^  al'^'lsiToisV  woo""-  ■^'J^tiacolnsenes.  Par.  3.  Pine  adaptation  of  a  wainu,  wardrobe 

FAMILY  HANDYMAN  #262  Oct  1985  (v.35#8)  pg.  86 

Cherry  wardrobe  has  Scandinavian-style  curved  molding  and  "bun"  feet  It  is  scaled  for 
modern  rooms.  Features  a  single  frame-and-panel  door  above  a  singre  drawl  Esfcos^^ 

FAMILY  HANDYMAN  #312  Oct  1990  (v.40#9)  pg.  70 

prl^ect  Est  cost  $''^''0.''°''  frame-and-panel  construction.  A  complex 

FAMILY  HANDYMAN  #362  Oct  1995  (v.45#9)  pg.  74 

Custom  closet  wardrobe.  A  wall  of  relatively  simple  plywood  boxes  is  fitted  with  drawers  /on 

FINE  HOMEBUILDING  #83  Aug-Sep  1993  pg.  70 

Building  a  Shaker-style  wardrobe.  Beads  and  crown  dress  up  a  basic  cabinet  Features  two 

^c^M?  M,^^"''-P^"®'  O^e--^"  dimensions:  78"  tall,  42"  wide  23"  deen  ° 

FINE  WOODWORKING  #74  Jan-Feb  1989  pg.  58  ^' 

shape^u^^^^^^^^^  P^^^  t^at  have  been  sculpted  and 

FINE  WOODWORKING  #93  Mar-Apr  1992  pg.  44 

.^a  clL'^rcfti;.?  a"*  Simple  joinery  helps  speed  construction.  Veneered  curves  give 

InfiLn  u""®  half-columns  and  crown  moldings  that  consist  of  veneer 

appi  ed  over  cores  of  black  ABS  plastic  pipe.  This  armoire  is  outfitted \^th  Ses  o^^^^ 
^M^'^.fJ^^S^?'^''  equipment.  Overall  dimensions:  78"Tx49"Wx26"D 

FINE  WOODWORKING  #121  Nov-Dec  1996  pg.  62 

^^rnr^I^H'^f^"!!  ^'T''^  ^^^^"'^^  mortise-and-tenon  knockdown  joints  that  are 

S'^^rsTrrnK^^^^^^^^^^  adatta.efo'r;arie.,  o, 

FINE  WOODWORKING  #132  Sep-Oct  1998  pg  "io 

Added  Info  FINE  WOODWORKING  #134  Jan-Feb  1999  pg.  102 

^/'^t^?""""^  louvered  doors  and  are  only  43"  tall  Excellent  for 

storage  of  out-of-season  pants,  shirts  and  jackets  on  the  clothes  rod.  '=^*=®"®"t 

http://www.nleindex.com/mdex.php?pID=^HTDI&sID=BrowseIndex&tID=E/1835 
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Pie  cupboards,  kitchen  safes,  tin  safes  are  some  names  for  a  19th  century  cabinet  to  store  pies,  breads,  and  other 
bakery.  Pierced  tin  panels  ventilated  the  cabinet  and  kept  out  dust  and  insects.  They  were  a  solution  to  the  problem 
of  storing  the  week's  baked  goods.  These  unique  cabinet  became  popular  about  1830  until  iceboxes  appeared,  and 
the  19th  century  housewife  who  owned  one  was  proud.  Today,  these  charming  heirlooms  are  equally  popular  for 
storing  china,  clothing,  or  a  variety  of  things  in  any  room.  Thomas  Lincoln,  cabinet  maker,  designed  and  built  this 
pie  safe  in  Illinois  for  his  wife,  Sarah,  some  time  in  the  late  1840s.  Affidavits  affirm  that  Sarah  Lincoln,  Abraham's 
stepmother,  prized  her  safe  for  decades  when  she  lived  in  her  two  room  log  cabin  farm  south  of  Charleston,  Illinois. 
This  pie  safe  is  now  a  treasured  relic  in  the  Special  Collections,  University  of  Chicago,  who  granted  permission  to 


measure  it. 


Home  -  Additional  Information  -  Catalog  - 
Send  us  an  Email  - 


http://lincolnfumiture.net/catalog/piesafe.html 
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INTRODUCTION 

Among  the  many  histories  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, the  book  by  Reverend  Hobson,  "Footprints 
of  Abraham  Lincoln",  gives  mention  of  the  Lin- 
coln Corner  Cupboard  and  also  speaks  of  the  same 
incident  as  mentioned  in  all  other  Lincoln  his- 
tories— the  borrowed  book  which  became  dam- 
aged while  in  Lincoln's  possession  and  which  he 
insisted,  and  was  allowed,  to  pay  for,  then  receiv- 
ing the  book  as  his  own — and  which  leads  up  to 
the  interesting  history  of  the  cupboard  itself. 

Its  history  is  fully  authenticated  by  sworn 
affidavits  of  many  old  pioneers  acquainted  there- 
with and  made  before  officials  whose  acts  are 
authenticated  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  all  of 
which  are  officially  recorded  (Record  No.  9372) 
in  Tipton  County,  Lidiana,  state  records. 


History  of  the  Lincoln  Corner  Cupboard. 

It  is  generally  known  that  Abraham  Lincoln's 
father,  Thomas  Lincoln,  was  a  carpenter  and  cab- 
inet-maker and  taught  all  he  knew  of  these  trades 
to  young  Abe,  who  helped  him  frequently  in  his 
work. 

Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Crawford  were  close 
personal  friends  and  near  neighbors  of  the  Lin- 
colns.  After  Mrs.  Lincoln's  death  the  two  chil- 
dren, Abraham  and  Sallie,  made  their  home  a  part 
of  the  time  with  the  Crawfords,  and  Abe  worked 
on  the  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  owned  a 
small  libi'ary,  something  very  rare  in  that  little 
frontier  settlement  in  southern  Indiana  and  young 
Lincoln  frequently  borrowed  the  books  and  took 
them  to  his  room  at  night  and' to  his  work  in  the 
woods  and  fields  and  devoted  every  spare  minute 
of  his  time  to  studying. 

One  of  these  books,  "Weem's  Life  of  Wash- 
ington", he  left  one  night  where  it  became  dam- 
aged by  a  severe  storm. 

Abe  went  to  Mr.  Crawford  and,  explaining 
the  catastrophe,  wanted  to  pay  for  the  damaged 
book.  His  employer,  however,  was  not  inclined  to 
view  the  matter  seriously  but,  as  the  boy  insisted, 
allowed  him  to  pay  75  cents  and  was  then  given 
the  book  to  keep  as  his  own — the  first  book  Lin- 
coln ever  owned. 

Abe  went  home  to  his  father  and  telling  him 
of  the  incident,  asked  his  permission  to  make  for 
Mrs.  Crawford  a  "corner"  cupboard — a  style  that 
was  just  then  coming  into  vogue — and  that  he  had 
heard  her  wish  for. 


Mrs.  Maude  Jenk^ngs  Cryderman 

(Great  Gran4-Daught,er) 


Thomas  Lincoln  approved  of  the  suggestion 
and  with  some  seasoned  'Vfalnut  lumber  which  had 
previously  been  cut  with  a  "whip-saw"  from  a 
lai-ge  walnut  tree  which  tjad  stood  near  their  home 
young  Abe  went  to  work 'on  the  cupboard  which, 
when  completed,  he  presented  to  the  Crawfords 
with  his  compliments. 

Gift  Beyond  Price. 

Years  later,  when  he  had  become  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Crawfords 'considered  this  cupboard  as 
a  "gift  beyond  price"  and  upAn  their  death  it  became  the 
property  of  their  daughter,  RJrs.  Ruth  Crawford  Jennings, 
whose  home  was  at  Buffalovijle,  Spencer  county,  Indiana, 
just  a  short  distance  from  the  Crawford  and  Lincoln  homes. 
Years  later,  in  her  widowed  oid  age,  she  went  to  make  her 
home  with  her  son,  Samuel  Hatzel  Jennings,  in  Rockport, 
Indiana — the  county  seat  of  Spencer  county — and  to  him 
she  sold  the  precious  heirlooih  and  he  had  it  moved  from 
her  former  home  in  Buffaloville  to  his  home  in  Rockport. 

In  1918,  after  his  death,  if  was  purchased  from  his  es- 
tate by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Maude  Jennings  Cryderman— 
the  present  owner.  In  Februiiry,  1919,  on  the  occasion  of 
Lincoln's  110th  anniversary,  it  was  shipped  by  special  re- 
quest to  the  National  Old  Sofdiers'  Home  at  Satelle,  Cali- 
fornia— the  first  time  in  its,  existence  it  had  ever  been 
taken  out  of  Spencer  county,  Indiana. 


There  is  was  placed  on  the  stage  of  the  Government 
theatre  and  a  most  interesting  talk  given  bv  the  Chaplain, 
Reverend  Kaufman,  while  3,000  old  Civil  War  veterans 
filed  slowly  by  and  lovingly  examined  the  handiwork  of  the 
martyred  I'resident. 

Prom  the  Old  Soldiers'  Home  the  priceless  old  relic 
was  taken  to  the  Museum  of  History,  Science  and  Art,  Los 
Angeles — one  of  the  largest  museums  of  the  United  States 
—where  it  was  given  the  place  of  honor  in  the  mezzanine 
of  the  historical  room  where  it  received  a  special  setting. 


Description. 

Despite  its  more  than  100  years  of  e.xistence  it  is  still 
in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation.  It  stands  seven  feet 
high  and  weighs  over  three  hundred  pounds,  being  made 
of  solid  native  walnut.  There  are  two  sets  of  doors  (four 
in  all)  which  are  nicely  paneled  and  there  is  a  strip  of 
hand  carving  across  the  front  of  the  cupboard  above  the 
upper  set  of  doors  The  entire  front  is  put  together  with 
walnut  pegs  while  the  back  is  fastened  with  hand-made, 
wrought-iron  nails  Old  fashioned  brass  hinges  support 
the  doors. 

It  is  .still  in  its  natural  native  walnut  finish,  just  as  it 
was  when  Lincoln  gave  it  to  the  Crawfords,  more  than  a 
century  ago.  The  great  care  with  which  it  was  made  indi- 
cates clearly  that  it  was  a  labor  of  love  on  the  part  of  the 
boy,  Lincoln,  and  it  was  something  which  he,  as  well  as 
its  recipients,  might  well  be  proud. 

The  present  owner  (the  recipient  heir),  a  great-grand- 
daughter of  Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Crawford,  has  taken 
preat  pride  in  keeping  the  Lincoln  Cupboard  before  the 
public  so  the  people  of  the  United  States  could  have  an 
opportunity  to  see  the  handiwork  of  our  Great  Emancipa- 
tor as  a  boy  and  renewing  its  history,  which  pertains  to 
the  Indiana  life  of  Lincoln. 


The  following  beautiful  tribute  was  paid  the  Lincoln 
Corner  Cupboard  years  ago  by  some  unknown  writer: 


iNot  something  Lincoln  owned.  Not  something 
Lincoln  bought  or  sold.  But  something  conceived 
I  by  his  youthful  mind  and  made  by  himself  in 
j  order  to  satisfy  his  conscience — his  innate  love 
i  of  right  and  justice — and  by  him  presented  to  his 
I      employer  and  benefactor. 


Mrs.  Cryderman  has  given  many  addresses 
on  the  reminiscences  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  boy 
life  relations  with  her  ancestors  and  Indiana  life 
which  is  very  interesting. 


I  His((Mic  CaltiiiPt 

THE  LATEST  addition  to  Rock- 
.  poll's  Indiana  Lincoln  Vil-i 
lage  is  a  kitchen  cabinet  tliat  once 
graced  the  liome  of  Andrew  Craw- 
ford, teacher  and  brother  of  Josiah 
"Bine  Nose"  Crawford  who  exact- 
ed from  Abe  Uncoln  three  days' 
work  for  a  loaned  book  mined  by 
j  rain. 

I    George   Honig,   designer   of  the; 
village,   believes   it   probable   that, I 
Bine  Nose  himself  built  the  cabinet 
since  he  was  the  carpenter  in  the 
Crawford  family. 


